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Abstract

This qualitative study examines the drivers of success in French local governance
through three key mechanisms: (1) empowered municipalities and mayors as the primary
frontline of government; (2) inter-municipal cooperation bodies (EPCI) that integrate resources
and cross-boundary services; and (3) Paris’s participatory budgeting (PB) as a systemic form of
citizen decision-making over capital investments. Using documentary analysis of legal
frameworks (Defferre 1982-83;, NOTRe 2015), OECD/EU reports, official Paris PB data, and
scholarly sources, the study proposes a “3 pillars—2 conditions” framework (strong mayoral
municipalities, EPCl, and PB; underpinned by fiscal discipline and clear competence
allocation). This configuration enhances service quality, transparency, and public trust. The
study acknowledges limitations from relying on documents rather than field interviews and
recommends follow-up research with key stakeholders.
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\Wewdsuazanuiimevas “Sgideaiinszaiesiune”

dSamadusgaofidudundnng “esdnsvessgiiuuuunszanssnna” eglusgsssuynd
1958 (uiluifisiAn) 11es1 1 Farmusliansisndgliaaading “lonamm 913ausna Uszvdulag
wazdsnn” wiluvaziefuidnsuuuunsuinsinssaesiuntasgiiesiusgaduszuy annuvi
mevidnuasuuusaesiifonisain “auna” sEwinaenamuesigiusrunaindulavewiesdu Lile
Thusnsanssuedauninuazaevlandiuil Taglinsenudounsgiunasnguueseduy i
(Conseil constitutionnel, n.d.).

WFaealugiug “Sgeanuunszanediune”

$5OIIUYANINGT 72 52y “YuyuAULAU” (collectivités territoriales) 1UupidUszNRUNANTDY
nsuUnasastiasiu 1A maL1a (communes) U§nteds (départements) 1A (régions) AABAIY
peAnsdnugfilavLazAuuauliungia Inednsounguanenarsiidu wilisuraviosdudanis
Aansvesnuesneluveuluadinguinerimun (Ministere de Ulntérieur — DGCL, n.d.).

YuYUAULA: 1) WAUIa (Commune)

wmeuafeviglnddnUsrrvuiign J91uiuannuaznszateNUTEng (34,875 Wiie o 1
unsmx 2025) Fadunfididyuestssuniulneresdusasnisfdiusuveanaiiios lassadia
Usgnaudig “aniinauia” funanmaidenda uay “uisnnauuns” cgﬁmﬁwﬁﬁgamw%mwaa
wanauarUfTanhAuIssznslunmvessy (tu unsdeusvgs/anuryarauaznsinnis
Fonda) shlmautaansadenleanasgiuvesssiuaudesmaameiuiliodndlndda (vie-
publique.fr, 2025; collectivités-locales.gouv.fr, n.d.; vie-publique.fr, 2025; collectivités-
locales.gouv.fr, n.d.).

YUBUAUUA: 2) 1UISANBIA (Département)

wUdnnesilussRunanssenianaunatiuna duaall 101 wursnues (96 Tuuiudlng
uag 5 luliuneia) 1§ “anuauiiouesd” funnnindendafuunulouisiagsulsvanududsa
auuTeId Y n1svudulif wazlaeaniz “lsuseudseudu (colleges)” &ewlainunsnuesd
Sulaveudiulassadnaiugiu Msguasin1s MsemInatsiy waseuatuayuiilileiennig
uananil “gArsvnisdruginie/fmin (Prefet)” ilugunuvosigrminfivsranlovisany
fuasiaginfuauveusengvingesnsindulavissdu ielvinsiniuauveaatinuesd
danma 09N unguuieLazuleu1ey1f (departements-gouv.fr, 2025; vie-publique.fr, 2022;
Ministere de "Education nationale, n.d.; vie-publique.fr, 2025; Ministére de Ulntérieur, n.d.).

YUvUAULAL: 3) A1A (Région)

JEAU “A1A” TUNUIMTIENEA1aAS AsoUAqUUATIBLUISANDIA yiutdi fvuaiianianis
fmunasugia uinnssy aussousidinu maauueuszritaiies uarlassadieiiugiuauialng
salansRafunsAny s (W sedusisondae/entasas s nausmugunsal) vilisedy
madunalnidesleadmunenisutsdureaniinasunisenszdug unmdindssyvului ui
(DGCL, 2019).
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9awaguann Defferre § NOTRe
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nasUNNGUNUSY (Prefet) TUghuimsviesiu anuinaln “musuarsreusionguie” wy
nsmuAunountsindulaveiosiiu uazenszduanugvesnia—iaUSLesi-mAuAlETaauTY
feun “nguang NOTRe” (A.a. 2015) lugn “n3znsyaediunasseziiann” Ufudaasserunaniii
Tl iSuunumaaluBsgnsmans uagndnd EPCH T Juunuuinisiifiosnisuuiauazns Ny
Uit (u Auunen Faaedeu wswgie) dudu “aninenssusune” suuuulnindsyn Defferre,
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ngrineLazUszanunuiuag i lilassarsfunanau “aulnddn” veunautaiu “yuin
LardnANNaTe” Hueninued-naLay EPCL.
wINNsIUNRAINITW uUsEIIMiidIuTIuveIs
uonannalmdeanituuds dfumalaslanizngsinia dendndu “sudssaaidiusy
(Participatory Budgeting: PB)” #ausd) 2014—Unlwaiilos “laue-danses-asazuuy” 1asims
awureniins wieudu “dadiusvasu” vidulidadulasuegraduszuu Jagtuiidassyin
“wildludvassuasmuifios” annszuiunstl weziifeyaliafsrtudwaugsulma -Tasenisi
udiada fewdu PB vuslvggaguuuunilweslan niildeinsalifesssavdnauazanainives
AiismyliAnnsSeusifiesnsduuuuusunstidiussluguda
azidedinrwanlaiasAnviomdunoninauns-adeiesEninamauna uaznsidamTm
WUU dRATTIUUTEUNUTIU: U‘wL%faumsﬂﬂﬂimﬁaa?{wl%"qmammmﬁu'jﬂLﬁugﬂqumiﬂﬂmaq
visduiiduuuvegsifaum Gyt flulseme
IngUIEaIAN1sIY
1) UNUIMYBAINAUIARAZENINANUATTUg LT URAYRUAN UMY ST InaTAf Ul ST IYY
2) LAS8UIUANNI LT BTENI1UNAUIE (Intercommunity /EPC) ﬁqimmiw%’wmﬂmaz
UINSVILL
3) uinngsn “sulssanaliduiin” veenssiandesadaduladunmsamuuilsssu
aghaduszuy

NISNUNIUITIUNTIY

1L NE)NI15NT21891U1UALAITAIA UNA1852A U (Multi-level Governance)
WaRa “nIstifunanesERy” Yerinsdaasseiuntassasinlueieteveuiaunatty
$5nana pilnnA vieafiu uazesAnITEwInieady Fuwinel “voulumsiunaiiviudeuunsdin” e
Uszanuaudauloune (Marks & Hooghe, win@in MLG) wileldfudsaaa n1snszanediuiandsd
1982 ylwan1inenssussifendad uild “iasevisuuiuou” eg1a EPC funuimsonadws
&850 (Marks & Hooghe, 2004; 919lnaduasizsiiu CoR/EU)

2.2995AMUS UN ABBUEN5150d2 (Accountability) LAZUNUINUIEALNANUAS
M1UNTBU accountability WUy “answerability + enforceability” #ilg1u13d09 “oSurelauazgn
adlnuld” nsfinsumalisuatheuimsun “wenmanusiiiunainant” vlinadiondeslomwa
MsUsmstuiuanmansilesissydeld —IafnusegdlaliuimsiBenadns (Schedler, 1999; 19
AUUSUTHS LAARLUTEE U8 YRINTENTINSIIUSEIMAH S IAAS 04 Defferre)

3. LATYFAIEATNTAS N 09A U nsuYeTuldeuleutg-nisUszndadauuin
nquiiasgmaninisadaviosdiuiin nansrarediuntarussgddaliiin “ufanssuuinig” uas
“nswtetudeuleune” vafedny neldndwiueine1n YnAsegnadauunn Jiedianivu
593 (Oates, 1972—decentralization theorem) n3einSAa EPC] ﬁwwﬁwﬁ'aﬂﬁunudamﬁ'maz
TAUTNITTIUNTULAULAUIaAINT 811989 INSEE (EPCI = public inter-municipal cooperation
establishments)

4. nVANBTFSTINYQLAT “UIATY 727 $F5TTNYQNT A (11MT7 1, 72) an1Uuinis
nszawsiunansliluseduigsssuyyvusuiuunudadulaluedd “mnzauigalussduiiu
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LagAMUAIINITAIUANTDISTEIUNAILTY “MInTIvdeuaureuslanguuie” dldnsiduluy
#3113 (MafeSureldanenns/msivinsg) Lﬂugmmwuﬁl,gamiﬂﬁgﬂ (Constitution—Conseil
constitutionnel; Constitute Project)

5. ATmuIn1sngvisng: Defferre (1982-83) NOTRe (2015)

NUFNATIENVBY CoR, SNG-WOFI Lazvain1an15a3uin Defferre draguddruialuds
vigadiu vaizl NOTRe (2015) “vilvinisdmassnisiadoan” wazonszduuyumana-ePCl luuinsg
gvsmans dadu nMsiauasegha vuds daanden Wudy Wunseeulandmnuivdeunas
nIzdANTEIN8v0ISIUNIVAINALNTLIBEITBULIN (1982-2004) (CoR; SNG-WOFI)

6. Uszvsulmesidusaunazsulssannididousau (PB) PB feiduuinnssud “loensildiu
Sufunsnensese” ananuduiisnssuuaifinaulussla (Wampler, 2007—wuada PB) N5l
Un3aisul 2014 wagiamndy PB Alvafignsuuuunilsveslan (Participedia) tagiuilosduguin
“1/6 Y233UaMmU” nAmUATINAiUUTEYY Ipudeyadanziuuysediuuilawme (Open Data
Paris) wagiinisuszifiunusnunduiidadedanmFosszavina —anusiaiia (EBRD Green Cities;
APUR Tidaduflidnsas® 2016 0g517 7% 09Us59ns way 4% dwiumsinn)

7. 139a519U3291n3AULAU: ANAZIBEAYRY “NAUIA” aﬁ’ﬁmumﬂmamé’qmaﬁmaﬁqm
Tuglsy 11 34,000-35,000 wistufuT88e avviounuasBensedugumuanunisaidvhls “ms
sngunaua” sy EPCliBuedasdiesnulunisdauinisiivioddvunn (@df-grutusredaann
CoR/INSEE; sﬁaaﬂaé’wmmmmaé’ﬂWﬂ"ﬁlﬂ)

F/ANIUNITIVY

nsoenuuUITe ludnunmuuy nsdlfinviBaenals (documentary case study) lnemanu
comparative institutional analysis 52131352/U AUIA—EPCI (EPCI A g an1wrl§ aaadn
Ftablissement Public de Coopération Intercommunale wladulveldan “esdnsaisisasiiie
AUIMLDTENINUNAVIA " )—LAUITAUDIF-NIA-TIA

YOULYALAZULIYIATIZN

“mU2enEN: MAUIa (communes) wag “iiodlung” ngaUrTa A4 PB (Participatory
Budgeting #39A191Me11 “N153nYIIuUIEUIULUUTEIUTIN”)
uaevd eules: EPC (UszLan meétropole/communauté urbaine/communauté

d’agglomeération) munsaun sy MAPTAM 2014 uag NOTRe 2015 \ieaduneusnIstuLn

wraadaya: (1) LonaInguue/35535uYey (Article 1, 72; Defferre; NOTRe) (2) 518414
119115989 CoR/EU, OECD SNG-WOFI (3) Lméﬁa%amqmﬂamqmﬁaﬁm PB (13ulas/lotniu
AR/UATUBSA) (4) nselAnwIvIn1s/uleuny (Participedia, EBRD, APUR)

n13AALABNLENEAYS (Inclusion criteria): (LoUNILAENUIBIUST/09ANTIENINUTENA/
antuAvInsfingvasuld (2) Aseunatianan 1982-Jagliu (3) Wdeyaidanaln (competences,
fiscal rules, PB design) (4) 13U PB: Aaailvayaldausunn (QU/E3i3/Halasanis) InNunaamans

NSTUIUNITIATIZI:

Fuit 1: Content analysis 1$15%adn (open coding) Useifiu “Sruna/nnsia/nisade/nnsdl
AUTI/NAANFUINT”

$uit 2: Thematic synthesis — SavnnSy: (1) tenmAvuRIwazinAUE (2) EPCI (3) PB U3d
(@) pn13Aaa
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fufl 3: Causal tracing (lonans) - RaswivauaznaNngVINe/UleuIEgHadns 1Wu n15an
don ﬂ’l’iLWiJUi”ﬁV]ﬁﬂ’lW

Ful 4: validity - ns29aeuled (triangulation) Fruunds (Nguane-s8su-grudoyaiiios)
wazdufinn1sandula (audit trail)

NANI59Y

1. WMAUIAY UWIENNANUATITULTI YIBBNTTAUAINUTURATDUABNAANS Nanue
Defferre Wliguimsviosduduvosanduiosiulosazunuiinisidulag Prefect fonns
MIUANATITBUMIENgINBYBIraUnATes dawaly “nasuloute” galestudiuiiaveudissyle
16 (maire) 1u Tueygnneatis Fufles lsadoussduiu uasuinmsyusulsngndnguiivauia
Srununnannsodaduladjiinsldnnituaressls vedunadeddlasnse (Fedune
NI¥NINA N%"ama; ARL-International)

2. EPCI widgymiaeidnnazdanszans afreussAnsnmanvuauaznisruRu e
INSEE 131 EPCl 3 u “ﬂduﬂﬂmmmmmzizwj’mLwﬁma” ﬁi%’ﬂgLLuwmmmﬁaﬁuﬁm%’u
UimsthumsuuaumauTa Wy sud vey i Lﬂumu wangvie NOTRe unuw EPCI dau ¥is
Tushusu n19neuny waen1sdanslassaineiiugu Ssananudidounasfinguamuinisuesiud
UAUAT

3. quUszanaiidiuiauvesunFaannisiidiusiuedyanealg “grunadndulanousu
9397 nysUnsasu PB lud 2014 uagdududagiuinvszana nildudvessvamuiies faduls
FfuUsEYIvY wieulamun1A191uIuE minnnd (M7eg1e: Yayaya “nombre de votants”)
nsdifnwd PB Udadvwialnggasuuuunilsedlan wifldeandoadsssansuauasnisndrfaes
NAUYEVBUBITIYU APUR LAg51891uT 2016 38R L0190 89nT20IUnNsTeay 7 uasiosay 4
ANATLLUU azﬁauﬁmémwmagmﬁgi’m (Participedia; Paris—Budget Participatif; Open Data Paris;
APUR; EBRD)

4. Afen1sedaiesduluteulysesiu 51897u SNG-WOFI/OECD asuimliuaaldndninnsg
adudteiafiosnm Foruuamvil/na wasngaulszanudesdmiuiesiu) dmalinisveisunumaes
weakay EPC laifarudsssruumands wasidadensamulassadeiugusiosiuiidsiy

anus1eNa
1. umBBuAeEadY: “81uNaNuiae + AuSuRaraunsEyala”
HANTANWLETURUIAA accountability 31 e front-line YaasFABMAUIA-UIBNNANUATAL

[y

g1UNUTNTITY Use¥uaeiui “dunianusuiayey” dalauli iiaussgadasanuninuing
wazn13aea1TUleUIRE1RBILDY WU Schedler AULATIAS1Y Defferre
a a v P v i a 1y

2. UNIBBULTNIATIEES: “LATRUNdNURALINBUINITIUIA G

EPCI wanafian15eenwuuiidavguissnwdndnwaliauiaian wisiudnenmieuinisi
ADINITTUIN-AULT Y N15EnTeay EPCl A1eld NOTRe viNlRn19219uN UL TINUR (transport—
waste-environment) JL8NAINLATNENLA S 1TDU HOANR DING UL LATYIANANITNI1TAT IV DIDY
(Oates) wag MLG (Marks & Hooghe) Tutsufjdf

3. UniBuRuMsHdwTI: “suate-fndulaase-dayata”
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PB w03 TagnsauINNIsTUilalugdnisdnassninenns lnediszuuteyailauasionans
Tasansiidanuld ninsfidrusindaduludeduguazseunitiiviuiievauun (uaietis
Aidrmyadelmiddinisuens PB uonumiuasds “Wsizune” waglilasiane) Ssniseanuuy
outreach siangusoslonia, ysanns M&E uazld awnite Tunuuesu/unanvlesuiiioansuyu
ganssudmIugidnslvg

4. Reulunsade: “nAnwinldufsuiiuntia”

npidensadathedestunisnizaresmnauvy “llusn” mliAnaugaseninedassyiosiu
uazmudsfuresnmsiiunisads Taslamzidle EPC/AnAuIaswanulasnsinalng aenndesde
AUNUYDY OECD/SNG-WOF

-3 1
29ARNN3 WY
NSRS ivdiiesnTEAUANTIANEYRINTUTITVRRUIUSTALIUUNTEANYEIUNA
VOIS LA mmaaaqmﬂumawmﬁm “3181 2 3auly” (Three Pillars and Two Conditions
Framework) Fatfunuusiananisesniuuidsan1vu (institutional design) fianansaanalou (design
transferable) lWUussgndldluvsunuleuisduld lnefidvmuneiieweules “Uszdnsninvaauinis
aonsae” Wniu “anulinddavestssvn” egraduszuu
AT 1: WAUTaLAZUBNNANUAITILDULTS
EMANUINABNITAS I “WAvIauNde” way “wenmanun3Ndanssous” Tugruznalnwen
w99Uszv15 Ulneviediu 3 eediadAgyUsenaunie (1) nuaus ulal18u3nig (executive
delegation rules) tialilnaAutaiveulwndmaLazANUTURAYRUNTALAY, (2) wnanWosudayailn
(open data platform) Mxewnsdeyan1sinaula sudssanu wagkan1saniuaueg1alusda uaz
(3) 91891UNaUIN15518lRTuE (quarterly performance report) laldUszssuaInIsaf AN
AMUNMINLazaTIRgeUMaLiunuldeg oo
o o 3 1 IS 1
ENWANT 2: B9ANIANNIINNBITNINMAUIE (EPCI)
v a A v « v 1 A | 9 A a .
L@MANNA@DIADAITWAILT “@n1UUAIINTINLDTZUI1WALIA” B39 EPCI (Etablissement
Public de Coopération Intercommunale) [95995UNTAANAUIUINVDUNAUIATIVLALD LATDILD
d1fnyAe (1) 535uYANTINED (intermunicipal charter) FasgyroulungIuaTnegelusila, (2)
ansdnassaulsznamulsEInsuas iuSuRingeu (resource-sharing formula) teliinAaandu
5ITUTENINNUA, wag (3) uuimusussey 5 U (five-year joint plan) AspUAaNATUEAT vaude
WAz (transport-waste—water) WO LHAITINHNUTINUNLAAN19TILAY
Eand 3: suuszunauuudiaausau (Participatory Budgeting: PB)
v -'-NI = v U a0 1 dl' a r-:’l/ r-:l' v
LETRANTIAIUADNITHANAUATEUIUNTT SUUTZUIULUUTEIUTIN (PB) tivoidanunlidssevu
LUMAUATIANINTAINUTBIAY AT oallanantawd (1) N13AUIUAWUIUAT (5-10%) d sy
TAsIN1TNUTETsULELD, (2) Lnanvesuiaus Annses wazlmnesulai Wslmannisddiusiuians
v Jo a a . . 1 U 1 A v o
waz (3) arinn1saanulardIziiung (M&E indicators) LU @AIUNGUIUIIZUNTILUITIN BRT)
pudFaedlasinMafisusulssananazan Huiwadnsidsnuninseanulindavesvy
waulugudalsznis
d' v « y o A I A oA o & v A A s v v a o
wielvinseu “3 an” anliuluegeliadesnin d1duded “Reulugiu” aoste laun (1) 3ude
nsAdanasnu (local fiscal discipline) InginnuamaIuniiuasnanaan13ARIRELTNIn 1ialins
nszarwsuIalinatslunisenisndesyezent wag (2) wwudssrualigngeu (clear functional
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mapping) $21I9NA LAUITANBIR LavinAuia laedl “UgTn15AaTiu (joint functional account)”
flsyyreuivnamuinveuLsarsiuagtalay

mssanuuuideulwmadnsiuaiulianga

nseu “3 @ 2 Wouly” ffneatmdy wuudaeudaleuis (policy prototype) ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ'ﬁ
annsalunaaeuasdls Tnoss §adSanadns (KP) WeusgwineUsyansamusnisansisaeiu
szauaulInglavesuseavu 1y AzkuumuRanela (citizen satisfaction index), 1195571 SLA
Y93U3N9, wardndaudioadeuiitanuldnigluna s mawmun dashboard deyalavaadios
%391U7 (open data dashboard) LﬁamaLLWﬁ'maé’Wﬁ‘LLaza%aN%L‘%aui (learning loop) agesiaiilos
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