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Abstract

This research aims to examine the operational models and communication strategies
of interest groups that use digital media as their primary channel to exert political influence
on university students in urban areas. Preliminary findings reveal that these groups employ
participatory communication and persuasive strategies through social media platforms to
establish ideological connections and stimulate political expression. In terms of statistical
relationships, the analysis indicates a significant positive correlation between students’
perceived roles of interest groups and their level of political participation. Students with higher

levels of perception tend to exhibit more proactive political behaviors.
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Furthermore, the study develops a conceptual model that explains the mechanisms
linking perception, communication strategies, and political attitudes influencing students’
decisions to engage in political activities within the digital media context. This model illustrates
the flow of influence from the communication efforts of interest groups to students’

perception, belief formation, and subsequent political decision-making.
Keywords: Interest Groups, Political Attitudes, Political Behavior, Digital Media, University Students
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