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Abstract

This Article aimed to study (1) to study case examples and the factors that contribute
to corrupt behavior among government officials in the implementation of public policy on
drug prevention and suppression, and 2) to examine the problems and obstacles in
implementing such policies in Thailand during 2003-2024. This study employed a qualitative
research approach using the theoretical frameworks of Street-Level Bureaucracy by Michael
Lipsky and Policy Implementation by Mazmanian and Sabatier. The research area focused on
agencies responsible for drug suppression in Bangkok and its vicinity. Key informants consisted
of 15 frontline government officials selected through purposive sampling. Research
instruments included: 1) semi-structured interviews, 2) field note documentation, and
3 ) official documents. Data were analyzed through content analysis and descriptive
interpretation.

The findings revealed that

Frontline officials exhibited four behavioral patterns: (1) intention to implement and
success in implementation, (2) intention to implement but failure to achieve outcomes,
(3) intention to deviate and successful deviation, and (4) intention to deviate but unsuccessful
deviation. These behaviors directly influenced policy outcomes, especially when deviation
was intentional and effective, leading to detrimental consequences.

Factors contributing to corruption were categorized into six dimensions: political,
economic, legal/criminal justice, geographic-demographic, social-psychological, and attitudinal
factors of frontline officials. Corruption significantly weakened the effectiveness of law
enforcement and eroded the credibility of government institutions, thereby enabling the
expansion of drug trafficking networks.

Major obstacles included insufficient resource support from central authorities, lack of
integration among relevant agencies, and the limited engagement of leadership at all levels.
Moreover, drug policy in Thailand is often influenced by political interests, prioritizing electoral
gains over structural solutions, which undermines effective drug control.

The study highlights that the behavior of frontline officials and structural support
mechanisms are key determinants of successful policy implementation. Strengthening ethical
standards, improving interagency cooperation, and minimizing political interference are

essential for enhancing the effectiveness of drug prevention and suppression policies.
Keywords: Public Policy, Policy Implementation, Drug Prevention, Drug Suppression
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