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Abstract

This article investigated the process of site selection in museum design under the project to define
the Competition Conditions for the National Exhibition of Art Museum to Celebrate Bangkok’s 250th
Anniversary. The study reviewed related literature on the relationship between museums and sites
to understand the characteristics of museums in different locations and the criteria for museum site
selection. The information was used for the site selection process of the National Exhibition of Art Museum
project. The study found that the site has incredible influences on the characteristics and functions of
a museum. Accordingly, the museum site selection process must be addressed in two levels. The first level
is to define the museum’s characteristics regarding its location. This macro-scale selection considers
the concept, the related policies, and the goals of the museum. The second level is the micro-scale site
selection linked to the concerns in museology and museum landscape design. The social, economic, and
environmental conditions must be equally taken into consideration. The findings of this study will be
presented in the Guidelines for Writing Architectural Competition Term of Reference (TOR) for

Thai Government Projects.

Keywords: Site Selection, Site Selection Process, Site Selection Criteria, Museum Design, Landscape

Architectural Design
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Functions of the museum

Internal functions
Preservation of cultural
cobjects for future generations:

External functions
Presentation of exhibits
and relationship between them:

1.Exhibition
2.Publication

1.Collection
2.Research (interpretation)

3.Conservation 3.Social and educational functions

Discharge of museum’s functions

Proximity to universityH Choice of site

ré\vmlabi{iv of scientific
& personnel and equiprment

4
Choice of target public:)

~

Optirnurm conditions
for discharge of

Group 1. Actual visit
{section of the public
which visits rmuseurns

frorn intellectual inclination)

ors

ruseurn’s functions

Group 2. Potential visitors
(section of the public
which feels little inclination
to visit museums)

- g/

[Exhibitions designes to attract visitors]éJ
| f
nters“.) N Particular attractions
(collection)

In the form of In the form of
additional exhibits positioning and layout

Bringing visitors
to the museum

(Focal points in the countryside})f

Bringing the museum
to the visitor

)

Focal points in the city traffic junctions,

i central areas, park,
Educational and F

cultural activities

boulevards,

squares

Leisure and recreation popular tourist
centres,
attractive

scenery

Site in a town

residential area

P v
a v aa o (2

AN 1 LN URERAWUINIINSARA UL AN NAIANS AN AaUNTTULAIINFH 2

- ﬂ%’uﬂqamﬂLLNumwmiLﬁaﬂﬁﬁﬂu Rautenstrauch, B. (1974). Siting: Study and Choice of

the Site. Museum International, 26 (3-4): 136.
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