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Abstract

In the current situation, the “Aged Society” has become an issue that every country
around the world faces, including Thailand. With the increasing rate of elderly population,
resulting in increasing rate of elderly offenders as well. This is due to the changing of physical
and mental state of the elderly, as well as the economy and society that are different from
other ages. The aging or deterioration of the body and mind may affect mindfulness too.

However, these reasons are not an excuse when the elderly commit crimes. However, while
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children and adolescents commit criminal offenses, they will be exempted from punishment
or have their criminal penalties reduced according to the age criteria specified by law. This is
different from offenders who are elderly and have no provision that mentions exemption or
reduction of criminal penalties for the elderly. While in the past Thailand have record that
according to the law of quarrel since the Ayutthaya era until the Rattanakosin era. But later,
as medication and public health progressed, people over 70 years old may not always have
symptoms of dementia as people in the past. And Western criminal law that influences
the drafting of criminal law does not have principle in this matter. Therefore, the Criminal Law
Drafting Committee has not specified principle of exemption or reduction of criminal penalties
for the person who commit offenses at age 70 years and above in the Criminal Code.
Until now Penal code has not enacted such a principle either.

This thesis aims to study the legal problems in reduction of criminal penalties for elderly
people, by studying not only Thailand’s criminal law in the past but also criminal laws of other
countries such as the United States of America, Australia, Japan, and Philippines. The diversity
of legal systems in these four countries is studied to determine whether Thailand should
reintroduce reduction of criminal penalties for elderly people into current criminal law and
how it can be most appropriate and beneficial to society, as well as to provide

recommendations for solving Thailand’s criminal law problems in the future.
Keywords: Legal Problems, Elderly People, Reduction
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2565, 910 https://bit.ly/3aGdyaM

" Stacey Steele, “Elderly Offenders in Japan and the saiban’in seido (Lay Judge System): Reflections Through
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