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Abstract

The illegal drug situation in Thailand is still critical, which can be largely attributed to the
implementation of very strict criminal measures to tackle drug dealing. The current policy to
issue legal measures associated with drug dealing offences aims to punish drug dealers by
suppressing the crime. The enforcement of such strict measures is incapable of solving drug
dealing problems. Instead, it creates another problem which is having a large number of
inmates incarcerated on drug-related charges which in turn leads to the problem of
overcrowded prisons.

This study found that drug law enforcement is now problematic. It is incapable of
separating cases of offenders: drug users, small-time drug dealers, and big-time drug dealers.
It is incapable of separating cases of offenders: drug users, small-time drug dealers, and big-
time drug dealers. Hence, collective punishment is implemented and it is not proportional to
the crime committed by many of the offenders. Different levels of crime severity can lead to
the same severity of punishment. Small-time drug dealers who are convicted of possessing a
small amount of scheduled drugs, therefore, may receive severe punishments as no other
option is available. It stems from the fact that the crimes associated with drug dealing are
considered criminal offences and punishment must be severe. The law, then, aims to suppress
the offenders through imprisonment. As a result, no other measures can be applied to those
who are small-time drug dealers, the ones who might be only drug users and then become
drug dealers to offset the costs of their own drug use, or those who commit the crime for
survival. Imprisonment for this group of wrongdoers creates opportunities for them to exchange
drug-dealing knowledge and behavior within the prison system until they find themselves
unable to be rehabilitated, recommit drug-related crimes upon release, and finally become
big-time drug dealers.

The researcher proposed that small-time drug dealers should not be brought into the
judicial process which aims at criminal penalties as it can lead to the problem of imposing the
penalties that are not proportionate to the crimes committed. Consequently, those small-time
drug dealers brought into the prison system can cause the problem of prison overcrowding.
Also, while serving the punishment, they are presented with opportunities to exchange drug-
dealing knowledge and behaviors with prison convicts which only amplify their future criminal
activity, and they can finally become big-time drug dealers.

It is also recommended that other measures should be applied as a substitute for

criminal punishment in case of small-time drug dealers. Such alternative measures can be an
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option for appropriate and proportional punishments for the severity of the offences, and

accordingly lead to reduced prison overcrowding.

Keywords: drugs, small-time drug dealers, punishment, alternative measures
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