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Abstract

The problem of drug addiction is a widespread issue that Thailand has consistently aimed
to address. It is a complex problem due to involvement of various individuals in the drug
addiction process, including drug users, addicts, those who possess drugs for personal use,
drug transporters, small-scale dealers, major drug traffickers, or criminal organizations. In the

past, the laws were not supportive to the public health system or social rehabilitation programs
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for drug addicts, resulting in ineffective implementation in practice. Patients were often treated
as criminals, and even after serving their sentences, individuals with a history of drug addiction
faced difficulties in reintegrating into society and pursuing careers. Consequently, they entered
rehabilitation and social reintegration programs for recurrent drug addicts.

However, in the present society, there has been an increased understanding, leading to
new perspectives on reducing the harm caused by drug use. The main idea is to view drug
addicts as patients, considering that individuals involved in the drug addiction process have
different backerounds and intentions for their actions. These differences can stem from
personal circumstances, economic conditions, and environmental factors. Therefore, it is
essential to have a comprehensive understanding of the drug addiction problem in a new
approach that focuses on treating drug users as patients, separate from drug transporters,
small-scale dealers, major drug traffickers, or criminal organizations.

In this research, the author focuses specifically on the Narcotics Code, Part II: Treatment
and Social Rehabilitation for Drug Addicts, regarding problems and implementation in
accordance with public health measures. As for drug users, they are a vulnerable group, and
other measures apart from criminal penalties need to be enforced. This is because the issue
is related to health and public health measures, which do not involve malicious intent but
can be influenced by various factors such as environment, society, persuasion, or economic
factors. It is a group that can break free from the cycle of drug addiction if given opportunities
and support from society. Such an approach would benefit society more than subjecting them
to severe punitive measures alone. Therefore, it is crucial to prioritize health care and public
health initiatives and avoid enforcement of criminal penalties, pushing individuals into criminal
process that do not serve any useful purpose and waste national resources. The focus should
be on integrating public health measures with law enforcement by the Ministry of Justice and
other relevant agencies from the initial process, including screening, treatment, physical and
social rehabilitation, and post-rehabilitation follow-up. Utilizing community-based social
reintegration and social rehabilitation programs is important to enable individuals who have
undergone treatment to reintegrate into society, receive support from the community, and
have a conducive environment that prevents them from returning to the cycle of drug
addiction. The ultimate goal is to restore human resources for the nation and contribute to

the country's development.
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" Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Law Article 58-6

(1) On finding it to be necessary, a prefectural governor may have a designated mental health doctor
conduct a medical examination on a Narcotics Addict or a person suspected of being a Narcotics Addict.
(2) In a case as referred to in the preceding paragraph, the mental health doctor must evaluate, based on

the methods and criteria that Cabinet Order prescribes, the presence or absence of a Narcotics Addiction
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and whether the person being examined needs to be hospitalized as under Article 58-8, and on finding
that the person needs to be hospitalized as under that Article, the doctor must fix a period not to exceed
thirty days as a period during which the Narcotics Addict will be hospitalized until a decision is reached on
the period during which the Narcotics Addict will be hospitalized as under paragraph (6) of that Article.

(3) If it is necessary to do so in order for the mental health doctor to conduct a medical examination
pursuant to paragraph (1), the doctor may ask the person that will be examined to come to the place
where the doctor seeks to conduct the examination or may ask the person being examined to remain at
the place where the examination is being conducted as long as is necessary.

® decriminalisation Law n. 30/2000, of 29 November Article 43.

? Kleiman, Mark A.R. and Hawdon James E., Encyclopedia of Drug Policy (WUalag 819158 naddnR ANEYIUA

#ug, California: SAGE Publications 2011)
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2 19879, 1951 114
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' Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Law Article 58-8 (1).
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" Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Law Article 58-9(1).
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' Decree-Law n. 15/93 of January 2 Anti-Drug Legislation Article 43.

'" Decree-Law n. 15/93 of January 2 Anti-Drug Legislation Article 44.

*® Cato Institute, DRUG DECRIMINALIZATION IN PORTUGAL: Lessons for Creating Fair and Successful Drug
Policies (Washington,D.C 2009).

" Kleiman, Mark A. R.: Caulkins, Jonathan P. and Hawken Angela, Drugs and Drug Policy: What Everyone
Needs to Know (wUalae 91156masdn3 NeyauIARLG, New York: Oxford University Press 2011).

? Decree-Law n. 15/93 of January 2 Anti-Drug Legislation Article 52.
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?! Narcotics and Psychotropics Control Law 58-13(1).
?2 DECRIMINALISATION Law n. 30/2000, of 29 November. Article 7.
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