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Abstract

This article aims to (1) examine the concepts, theories, principles, and history related to
the suspension of imprisonment punishment in serious offenses, (2) study and compare the
laws of Thailand with France, the Federal Republic of Germany, and the United States regarding
the suspension of imprisonment punishment in serious offenses, (3) analyze the legal issues in
the suspension of imprisonment punishment in serious offenses according to Thai law,
compared to the laws of France, the Federal Republic of Germany, and the United States, and
(4) study the ways to rectify and develop legal measures related to the suspension of
imprisonment punishment in serious offenses according to the Corrections Act of Thailand to
be effective and equivalent to international standards.

The major findings indicated that (1) the suspension of imprisonment punishment is a

release of convicted prisoners who have been sentenced to prison, granting them freedom
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before the actual sentence expires, as an incentive or reward. This is applicable in cases where
the prisoner has been imprisoned for a certain period and demonstrates improved behavior,
allowing reintegration into society. It also serves as a measure used by the government to
solve overcrowding in the prison, However, it applies the same criteria in all types of offenses,
without clear criteria for suspending imprisonment punishment in serious offenses; thus, it is not
alisned with theories of protecting society from crime or repeated offenses by dangerous
individuals involved in serious cases, in order to ensure community safety. (2) France, the
Federal Republic of Germany, and the United States emphasize the prevention of societal
harm and repeated offenses by offenders in serious cases, defining clear and comprehensive
legal measures to address the problems of crime or re-offending by prisoners in serious
offenses. (3) Thai laws concerning the suspension of imprisonment punishment reveal
problems stemming from the premature release of prisoners in  serious cases, leading to
reoffending. This occurs because the stipulated time for public safety is too short, and the
legal measures used to consider suspending imprisonment punishment in serious cases are
not clear, with criteria no different from other cases, and solely involving state officials without
the participation of courts responsible for imposing sentences or the public. (4) Improving legal
measures related to the suspension of imprisonment punishment in serious offenses according
to the Corrections Act, such as in France, the Federal Republic of Germany, and the United
States, can make the suspension of imprisonment punishment in serious offenses effective

and in line with international standards.
Keywords: Suspension of Punishment, Serious Offense, Inmate
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