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Abstract

This independent study aimed to: (1) investigate the history, policies, concepts, and
theories related to the treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts; (2) examine and compare
the laws concerning the treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts according to the drug
laws of Thailand, Portugal, and the United States; (3) analyze the enforcement of laws regarding
the treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts based on the drug laws of Thailand and other
countries; (4) suggest directions and improvements for the treatment and rehabilitation of drug
addicts, leading to the enhancement and effectiveness of future laws.

This independent study was a qualitative research based on document analysis. The
researcher gathered data from all related documents, including legal texts, theses, books,
articles, research papers, other academic documents, and internet information. This data was
used to study and analyze the treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts, and online
information both from Thailand and other countries related to the treatment and rehabilitation
of drug addicts was utilized to suggest directions and improvements for more effective future
legislation.

The major findings indicated that: (1) The significant policies, concepts, and theories
concerning drug addiction treatment and rehabilitation are crucial in helping drug addicts to
quit drug abuse and prevent relapse into offenses; (2) Compared to the drug laws of Portugal
and the United States, Thailand’s drug legislation is still not comprehensive or appropriate; (3)
The officials' authority to refer offenders for treatment is unchecked, with no other agencies
providing balance or oversight. Rights to access the treatment process can be revoked if the
individual has committed other offenses or poses a threat to others or society due to mental,
neurological disorders, or effects from drug use; (4) The researcher, therefore, suggests
amending the drug laws related to treatment and rehabilitation to be more comprehensive
and appropriate for the maximum benefit of those receiving treatment, society, and the nation

in addressing the drug addiction problem going forward.

Keywords: Treatment, Drug Addiction
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? The Narcotic Addict Rebabilitation Amendments of 1971, Section 3401.
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*! The Narcotic Addict Rebabilitation Amendments of 1971, Section 3401.

*2 The Narcotic Addict Rebabilitation Amendments of 1971, Section 3401.
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** The Narcotic Addict Rehabilitation Amendments of 1971, Section 3401.
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* U.S. Department of Justice Office of Justice Programs, “Drug Courts,” dududloudl fguneu 2558, 91N

http:/www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles 1/hij/238527.pdf.
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