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Abstract

This independent study aim to, The purpose of this research was (1) to study concepts,
principal, history, and significance of witness protection in criminal cases and child witness
protection in criminal proceedings (2) to study laws relating to criminal liability determination
of offenders toward witnesses in criminal cases both domestically and internationally (3) to
analyze laws relating to witness protection by comparing criminal proceeding in Thailand to
other countries (4) to suggest guideline to improve and amend witness protection provisions

of Thailand
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The study found that (1) the state values witness protection regarding safety, trial, and
granting reasonable remuneration (2) the U.S. laws thoroughly impose criminal liability toward
action against the witness in comparison to Thailand while in the United Kingdom, it is allowed
in some case that child witness who has previously testified can be exempted from giving
testimony in courts in relation to sexual assault (3) from studying Thai laws, it is found that the
criminal liability has still not covered offenses that might be committed against witnesses. In
addition, witnesses have yet to receive reasonable remuneration from the state, and child
witness still has to repeatedly give testimony during the trial in court (4) there should be the
amendment on Criminal Witness Protection Act 2003 (B.E. 2546) to cover offenses being
homicide, assault, intimidating, stalking or threatening witnesses and the amendment on
Criminal Procedure Code which stipulates the state to inform rights and give reasonable
remuneration to witness testifying during investigation and modify child witness testimony
when defendants deny the charge, the court should play the record showing voice and motion
of child witness during the investigation or preliminary hearing before the hearing. Then the
court or parties in the trial can further examine child witnesses provided that questions do not
alike to those being previously testified. In case the defendant plead guilty, the court is able
to accept record showing voice and motion of child witness during the investigation or

preliminary hearing instead of giving testimony in the trial

Keywords: Witness Protection, Remuneration and Expenses, Child Witness Examination
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