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Abstract

The research on criminal liability of those associated with offenders in drunk driving
cases aims to reduce the prevalence of such offenses by extending punitive measures to
individuals who were involved but neglected to prevent or obstruct the act.
This stems from the fact that Thai society lacks a firm “Don’t drink and drive” value and displays
a collective irresponsibility, as evidenced by well-known public figures—including prosecutors,
politicians, and celebrities—who have publicly disregarded the importance of this issue. To curb
the number of drunk driving cases, the enforcement of the law must therefore be broadened to
include those who are complicit by omission. By instilling fear of legal consequences among these
individuals, a preventative mechanism can be created. It is often observed that, regardless of the
severity of the offense, passengers in the vehicle who are not the drivers rarely face legal
proceedings. If those passengers neither encouraged drinking nor failed to intervene to prevent
driving under the influence, the damage might have been avoided. This study thus focuses on
individuals who are in a position to act for the benefit of society but instead choose inaction,
thereby failing to protect public welfare and exposing the community to risks posed by drunk
driving. Additionally, when criminal offenses occur, these individuals may also be subject to civil
liability to expand the debtor’s asset pool for compensation enforcement, should the court rule
in favor of the injured parties. Otherwise, even if the court mandates financial compensation for
tort damages caused by the driver, the absence of the driver’s assets renders the judgment

unenforceable—leaving the claimant with nothing but a hollow legal victory.

Keywords: Drunk Driving, Accomplice Liability, Legal Responsibility
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