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ABSTRACT

From past to present, the Anti-Money Laundering Act B.E. 2542 (1999) has lacked clarity in
designating tax evasion under customs law as a predicate offense. This ambiguity has resulted in
legal uncertainty and enforcement gaps in practice. A study of the patterns of customs tax evasion,
particularly through an analysis of cases involving automobile importation, reveals that such
conduct constitutes a form of economic crime that causes significant financial damage to the
state. However, such cases cannot be brought under money laundering proceedings due to
limitations in the interpretation of predicate offenses under the anti-money laundering law. The
study reveals that although the Council of State had previously expressed the opinion that
customs tax evasion could be interpreted as a predicate offense, subsequent legal realities and
practical implementation have not been consistent with that interpretation. This inconsistency is
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particularly evident in the law enforcement practices of the Department of Special Investigation
(DSI), which is authorized to investigate special cases involving substantial financial damage and
complex criminal offenses. Despite this authority, the DSI remains unable to take action regarding
assets derived from such offenses in the same manner as the Anti-Money Laundering Office.
Crucial recommendations include the enactment of a provision explicitly designating customs tax
evasion as a predicate offense in order to provide legal clarity for law enforcement agencies. It is
also recommended that the Department of Special Investigation (DSI) be granted the authority to
seize or freeze assets related to money laundering in special cases through a petition to the court
to avoid overlapping jurisdiction. Additionally, it is proposed that a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) be established between the DSI and the Anti-Money Laundering Office to facilitate

coordination and the effective exchange of information in asset-related cases.
Keywords: Predicate Offense; Customs Tax Evasion; Money Laundering; Automobile Importation
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7 19979, U. 207.
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( Attorney-General's Chambers — AGC, Singapore Statutes Online (SSO), retrieved April 9, 2025, from
https://sso.agc.gov.sg/Act/CA1960).
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(AUSTRAGC, (n.d.), “Australian Transaction Reports and Analysis Centre. Australian Government,” retrieved April
10, 2025, from https://www.austrac.gov.au/).
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(Australian Federal Police, (n.d.), “Australian Federal Police. Australian Government,” retrieved April 10, 2025,

from https://www.afp.gov.au/).

PRIDI BANOMYONG LAW JOURNAL DHURAKIJ PUNDIT UNIVERSITY (48) VOL. 15 ISSUE 1 JANUARY - JUNE 2026


https://www.austrac.gov.au/
https://www.afp.gov.au/

N3astfmansusa nunesd uninendegsiatding UM 15 adunl 1 unsiau - dquigy 2569

ANsTlesEnIng 3 miheaull lsunsseylilusieau FATF U 2024 ddugaudsdifdgaesssuy

A v a 14
ﬂg]wmaiwmaigaaamuaa

5. unasUuazdaiauauug

nnsAnwRgItungAnisallun1snszyiAuiangInUNTUIL T8 UALAENANLABINTE WU

[ )

woRn1salfana s Wuanuineginddnvazluesinsensginssy Tnanouwnugs iluniseiniiag
nguanemllinldadnudnsgyienuiald wasiduauiinetg fidmansenuneninuduas wdesnm

NLATHIND wazdenNvealseinalagsiy wilunnanguuig nsuganing d@1unauIsIauviayIf

!
v Y a a )

nsNgeuaIUARTLAY Azilignunalunsanluafiugvranifenid uinseuiunsderuldndudnined iiles
seyana uarliannsoveenaluifidnlfdeiogidemdimanseyianuiin vieduiunsdaning
filsanmananidesnmdldedrsiuszaviaminiias WesnmnuRadsnandilifeldunuiayagiu
melimsysvdayaivestutazusuusmmsnlentu we. 2542 ilesanililesanudfivuenaznssunis

noeiniiuANuRagIunandeIn1Bsmegluanuiiayagiu “anuinngiiunisdnasundeaning

Ly

AIuNgUENEAanINg” auAeny 1es1 3 (7) waddhilinnsUydabilvidanulungrunenaniu uazding

v o

fdgymlumsuiRvesdiadulinguune
=

IS v v

lureNuszmaniinisUeruldnguunesg19iuss@nsnin 1wy a1s1susgasisussinluiuay

A @ =

\A305TLATBsFROAWTEE f1TN1SUYAATaNNInIN1TTUNISUTIVUSIVYINTTUNNATE FIUAINTT
WaNAeIn1® agadun liasnsaldnisivaiumnanisdu Mserdauaziuning saudenisaduai
Sufuszniramhonuldegefiussansnm Jeaenndestudonusiil 3 vee FATF Sedaasuliussine
gun¥nAseUARUAINEANIINIElUgIUEANEAYATIU (predicate offence) fae fau suddeatuiise
wauelviszimalnefiansandydaliauiagunanidssnsaaningdumisfiayagiunaungmane
wondu Weduaznudenlusinsldnalnnisansnduasnsvadeuduniansiiuvesddnaut oy
wazUs1unsunsneniiy wie YU Jadunuisnutninsemienisiiu (FIU) auuuiniewes FATF
w%auﬁaﬂ’eumLmeqgim'}mimﬁﬁwmswdwwﬁwmu Lﬁa’[,ﬁl,ﬁmmmauqaﬁwdwmiﬂ’qﬁ’ﬂ%

o

=~ v v U § v I3 ¢ v & = d'
nHRUNEY LW@IVﬂ']iU\TﬂUELGUﬂQWN']BLU‘UITJG]']NLf\]muqﬁmmﬂaﬂﬂ{]MﬂJ’]HIUﬂqif\]@LﬂUﬂT@“U@Q 3 Lastwe g

(%
[y

Jasiunazusuusue v nssunien® llianuaenndediuainsgiuaina uideldddeiauowus

Tunsnguane uagnisuleuy fadl

" FATF & APG, (2015), “Mutual Evaluation Report - Australia,” retrieved April 9, 2025, from
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