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Abstract

In the digital era, Thailand’s online pet trade has experienced rapid growth in response to
shifting consumer behaviors and the rising trend of “Pet Humanization,” which encourages the
treatment of pets as family members. Despite its expansion, this business sector presents numerous
legal challenges, including consumer fraud, violations of animal welfare, and the illegal trade of animals
through online platforms. Although several laws—such as the Consumer Protection Act B.E. 2522 (1979)
and the Cruelty Prevention and Welfare of Animals Act B.E 2557 (2014) are in place, Thailand lacks
specific legislation tailored to effectively regulate online pet commerce. This study analyzes the
regulatory frameworks of France, Germany, and the United States, where more comprehensive

measures are implemented, including mandatory seller registration, licensing requirements, pre-sale

PRIDI BANOMYONG LAW JOURNAL DHURAKIJ PUNDIT UNIVERSITY (94) VOL. 15 ISSUE 1 JANUARY - JUNE 2026



v o

‘1‘7; 15 aUUN 1 unI1AY — ﬁqmau 2569

fad))

NIANTAMENTUTA nunesd wnInendegsiatuding

animal health checks, and the clear imposition of duties on digital platforms. These foreign approaches
enable stronger consumer and animal protection. In contrast, Thailand faces limitations such as the
absence of platform oversight, insufficient health standards, and weak mechanisms to combat illegal
wildlife trade.

Based on this study, the author recommends the enactment of specific legal measures to govern
online pet trade, including platform regulation, seller registration and verification, animal health
standards, and anti-trafficking mechanisms, in alignment with international best practices to ensure

effective protection of consumer rights and animal welfare within the rapidly evolving digital economy.
Keywords: Online Pet Trade; Consumer Protection; Animal Welfare; Digital Platforms
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2 PETA, “Bans on Circuses, Fur Farms, Dolphinariums, Pet Stores: Progress for Animals Is Passed Into Law in
Francel,” retrieved March 5, 2025, from https://www.peta.org/blog/new-law-france-protects-animals/.

® European Consumer Centre France, “Am | allowed to buy an animal online in Europe?,” retrieved March
5, 2025, from https://www.europe-consommateurs.eu/en/shopping-internet/animal.html.

* Animal Rescues For Change, “Pet’s Breeders, Animals Laws in the United States vs. Europe (EU),” retrieved
March 5, 2025, from https://animalrescuesforchange.org/pets-breeders-animals-laws-in-the-united-states-vs-
europe-eu/.
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https://www.ocpb.go.th/news_view.php?nid=9764.
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® Department of Commerce & Department of Local Government, A consumer’s guide to buying a pet

(Australia: Government of Western Australia, 2011), pp. 9-10.
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? Terrestrial Animal Health Code, Article 7.1.1. (General Considerations).
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Markets,” Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-17 (28 September 2008).
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" ETDA, supra note 11.
> Alan Schwartz and Robert E. Scottt, “Contract Theory and the Limits of Contract Law,” The yale law
Journal 113, 3, pp. 548-550 (2003).
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' Alan Schwartz and Robert E. Scottt, supra note 15.
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P ns3la uaeuns, “n1sduasesuilaasulvadnindnualesdns,” (netinusdamansunidudn
uIngaedesiv 2556), u. 39-44.

2 Jawed nIwdyuves, 979Ua3 1 He5507 7, U. 87-88.

L pdudy Aniesina, “nouinniensunsnievessglufanssuniuasugia,” AuduiloTuil 30 fluney 2568,
910 https://chalermchai-nbtc.blogspot.com/2013/06/public-interest-theory-common-well.html

22 Elena Ares, “Regulation of online pet sales,” House of Commons Library, CBP-9399, 9 December 2021,
pp. 1-9.

Zagal orvdunng, “nsdanunalniiiuaua,” AuduidioTudf 30 Surmy 2568, 910 https://themoment
um.co/citizen2-0-regulatory-capture/.
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# Jordi Casamitjan, “France Will Not Allow the Selling of Cats and Dogs in Pet Shops From 2024,” retrieved
April 20, 2025, from https://veganfta.com/2022/06/17/france-will-not-allow-the-selling-of-cats-and-dogs-in-
pet-shops-from-2024/.

? Jo-Anne McArthur, “Towards an end to the sale of dogs and cats in pet shops throughout the European
Union,” ,” retrieved April 20, 2025, from https://one-voice.fr/en/news/towards-an-end-to-the-sale-of-dogs-
and-cats-in-pet-shops-throughout-the-european-union/.

? Code rural et de la péche maritime, Articles L212-10, L214-8-1, R214-30-3.

?" Regulation (EU) 2022/2065 (Digital Services Act), Article 22.
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% Strafgesetzbuch (StGB), Section 25.
# World Animal Protection, “Germany,” retrieved April 20, 2025, from https://api.worldanimal
protection.org/country/Germany.
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% Animal Welfare Institute, “Animal Welfare Act,” retrieved April 20, 2025, from https://awionline.
org/\egislation/animal-welfare-act.

1 David Favre, “Brief Summary of the US Animal Welfare Act,” retrieved April 20, 2025, from
https://www.animallaw.info/article/brief-summary-us-animal-welfare-act.

%2 USDA National Agricultural Library, “Animal Welfare Act,” retrieved April 20, 2025, from
https://www.nal.usda.gov/animal-health-and-welfare/animal-welfare-act.

** California Code, Penal Code - PEN 1872, § 597L.

PRIDI BANOMYONG LAW JOURNAL DHURAKIJ PUNDIT UNIVERSITY (103) VOL. 15 ISSUE 1 JANUARY - JUNE 2026



v o

‘17‘ 15 aUUN 1 unI1AY — ﬁqmau 2569

fad))

NIANTAMENTUTA nunesd wnInendegsiatuding

a

VaNugNITNTIdmasioguanlaense® waglusgnassalansinguuneiiiaauaunisiniiedn’

e

o

[y

o9 Ineraualidusznaufanisiind iidanseuluiusesaunin Fedeseanlnedniunmdildsy
Tuaygn Tnglulususesdesszyindnilasunsnsiaavnimeggniesasuiiunazlasuinduniy
nausiimvuanoun1s e uenaind fuediivinfideaTamedoyaieafuanuiingiug vie
wdafisnvesdniunddes1alussla wnddundeldufofmutafivua fidaszauise

ANTUNITANNENIUNATEY WU NN UENSIUNNTTINUNEERT KTaN1TUSUNIIUNATRIAIUN

£
4 =]

ngvuevyal@l® Wudu wenainiinisAuasesdnsuilaaluansyy daldsunsiasudengmnung

o va o o v

NaedU o WU SFUYQFS 1N INAENTIUNIINITAMINaY3§BII5NT (Federal Trade Commission

g7

Act: FTC Act) Bamuaunginssunisiavaniadusvisdunuazusnisiiugesmsesulauienadu
nmanaenannseunlndeyad Ayaniuilnn® sudangwne sgdgaaniuivsssulunisivisal

§U3laA (Consumer Review Fairness Act 2016) A5usesdanslunisuansmnuAaiiu wazsia

%4

Uszaunisalifeanunisdeviednibedesligniueilosiewmsedidnasam® azuledn udssuy

a o o

nAMUIEUIENITOIINziidnwarnIZEIUIe uaNlunsnssluszRunatIuaz TR USETv
nihesuiulunismiuguagsiandniifesegeiany Ineyaduninisduasesduslan atafinim

dnd uazmsmunuunanresuesulallussiuiaenndaaiuusundsnuadel

4. AATRUTIUTIEUFULUUNINTNITN NN UUNEINEINUNITANATIY WAZAIUANTINIAIER LAY
saulatvasuszmalnenunnelszme

Wesnnguunelnedididedidalunaisdu lnsanglulssfiunismivguawnannesy

Y] v

AV wnspIusugu Nkaraiafnmdnd suddymnisanasuddniiutemisesulad g9

4 Y @ =

siouliiudnnudndulunsimssiidioudisuiunguuisvssnnslsemeandanuinmei lu

2N}

[ (% (%

AUl Aetiuluuntdi e udslatunTinseiiuSsumsusURUUIRSNINIINg i evesUsemalng

Y PV YR I o ~ Y] a = & A
fusnsuszme loun ans1susgrsued aniusaisisusgeosudl wavansgowsn Judulssmaind

* New York General Business Law § 753-F (2024).

* Florida Statutes Title XLVI. Crimes § 823.15.

% Ryan J. Clarkson, Timothy K. Giordano and Lauren E. Anderson, “Consumer Protection Laws and
Regulations USA 2025,” retrieved April 20, 2025, from https://iclg.com/practice-areas/consumer-protection-
laws-and-regulations/usa.

*" Federal Trade Commission, “Consumer Review Fairmess Act: What Businesses Need to Know,” retrieved
April 20, 2025, from https://www.ftc.gov/business-guidance/resources/consumer-review-fairness-act-what-
businesses-need-know.
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% Jordi Casamitjan, supra note 24.
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