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Abstract

This study aimed at 2 objectives: to understand the potentials and meanings of 3 Muslim identities i.e.
Solat, Zakat, and promoting good and preventing evil deeds in term of strong community building; and to
investigate the process that Ban Nua Mosque Community used to preserve 3 Muslim identities mentioned above
and its effects on strong community building.

The study was a field research, employing the ethnographic approach to investigate the way of life,
social system and culture of people settling in Ban Nua Mosque Community. The participant observation was
employed as the main tool of investigation, supplemented with documentary study, focus group discussion and
in-depth interview. The study samples for focus group discussion and in-depth interview included 6 community
leaders and 36 ordinary people drawn from both men and women who were congregational members and
reached the designated age according to Islamic principles. Selection of these samples was done by means of
purposive sampling.

The study revealed that Solat formed the main apparatus in the reproduction of Islamic Cosmology,
mind purification and sustainable unification of people in the community. In Ban Nua Mosque Community, there
were many people joined in Solat each time. This state helped in creating the community social system. Zakat
contributed to the creation of the community economic system, especially with respect to profit making,
compassion and social security provision for underprivileged. Promoting the good and preventing the evil deeds
encouraged the community to set its self-requlative system through common agreement that was enforceable in
keeping law and order and building peace within the community. The processes which were used to sustain
those Muslim identities included knowledge management, constructing the community’s way of life, and the
community administrative system. These three processes empowered the community to maintain its Muslim
Identities and created 5 conditions crucially important in resisting the mainstream culture force. They were the
system of reproduction of Islamic cosmology or Fitrah values, the capacity to change, the community social

system, the community economic system, and the unity and harmony of the previous four elements above.

Keywords: Muslim Identities, Strong Community, Sustaining Identities
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