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Abstract

This research project entitied "Preservation of multiculturalism and ethnicity in Malaysia : a case
study on tradition and culture of Malaysian Siam in Tumpat, Kelantan" , was conducted in order to 1) study the
preservation of tradition and culture of Siamese in Tumpat, Kelantan, 2) study the policies of Kelantan state in
preservation of multiple-cultures. This research employed the qualitative method by interviews, focus-group,
and observation.

The research reveals that Siamese are the indigenous people of this area-Tumpat. They are Bhuddhists their
lives are based on agriculture. A Thai language is the medium in the community. The important arts and cultures are
dancing, druming, Songkran, and Loy Kratung for example. Although there are some changes in the world nowadays,
the traditions and the cultures of the community are well preserved. This is due to the cooperation of the people in the
community for having a temple as the center.

The policies of the Kolantan State under the administration of Islamic Party of Malaysia (PAS) the
multiculturalism are not compulsory on religion, to forbid from mingling among religion matters, and to promote good
traditions and cultures of all ethnic groups. These cause the presentation of traditions and cultures of the ethnic group
to the public. The important strategies are the state executive administrative staff, budget support, being the medium
to present the tradition and culture of the ethnic groups to the state public in various occasions. The result of this study

can be well applied for making policy concerning multiculturalism in the three southernmost provinces of Thailand.

Key words: Siamese, Kelantan State, tradition and culture
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