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Abstract

The objective of the research is to study the offence of theft in both Islamic law and Thai
law, comparing the differences and similarities along with the punishments of both laws. The
study is a documentary research using the comparative analysis method. The data was collected
from two documentary resources; the Holy Quran, the Prophetic tradition and the Islamic
Jurisprudent books relating to the offence and punishment of theft. The research also studies Thai
law from Thai Criminal Code, Civil and Commercial Code and Thai law books relating to the
subject. The data then was comparatively analyzed. The result of the study revealed that theft in
both Islamic law and Thai law is an offence from which the thief must be punished accordingly to
the law. Though there are many common factors of the theft, they are some differences. The
common factors between two laws are that the thief must be in the all common sense, be mature
or in legal age, commit the offence intentionally, the stolen objects must be movable properties
under the occupation of other people and the theft must be out of the sight. The different factors
of two laws are that the punishable theft must be punished must be filed by the property owner,
the property must be legal in the Islamic Jurisprudent, must be minimum value specified by
Islamic Jurisprudent, must be kept and saved in proper places. But in Thai law, the accusation
may be filed by the state without submitting from property owner, the property is not essential to
be legal and valuable for every body, but are valuable for the owner and reasonable to be
possessed, there is no fixed value of the property, the property is not essentially kept and saved
in the proper places. The punishment of the theft is quite different between two laws, in Islamic

law, the punishment is cutting hand but in Thai law it is prisoning and fining.
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