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RESEARCH

Prophetic traditions (Hadith) with their translation into Thai which are cited in Fada’il
‘Amal, a reputable religious treatise authored by Sheykh al-Hadith Mawlana
Muhammad Zakariya
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Abstract

The present research has the key objective of investigating into the sources of prophetic traditions
(Hadith) with their translation into Thai which are cited in Fadad’il ‘Amal, a reputable religious treatise authored
by Sheykh al-Hadlth Mawlana Muh.ommad Zakariyd, and authenticating them.The method employed in
conducting the study is the authentication of prophetic traditions ( Takhrij al- Hadith), which is basically composed
of the following steps: (i) copying the target traditions from a particular book and numbering them along with
page number in which they are cited, (i) investigating into the sources of the traditions found by consulting one
of the concordances of prophetic narrations or the Hadlth indices, and (iii) authenticating and classifying the
traditions based on verdicts given by Hadith scholars who are categorically regarded moderate (Mu ‘tadifin).

The findings are as follows: Mawldnd Muhammad Zakariya, fully named Muhammad Zaokariya al-
KandhlawT, was a prominent scholar who had notable expertise in the science of Hadith. He was born an
eminent family of learned individuals who gained reputation through their activism for Islam. Mawlana
Muhammad Zakariya was so strongly committed to the dedication of his life to the teaching of Hadith and had
expertise in this science that he received an honorary designation from Tablighi Jama‘at as “Sheykh al- Hadith,”
which literally means the scholar of prophetic traditions.

There were found a total of 441 prophetic traditions (Hadlth) with Thai translation in the treatise to
authenticate. They were categorised into six classes: (i) authentic traditions (Hadlth Sahth) with a number of 160
traditions (36.28%), (i) fine traditions (Hadith Hasan) with a number of 78 traditions (17.68%), (iii) weak
traditions (Hadith D actf) with a number of 132 traditions (29.93%), (iv) very weak traditions (Hadith Dccif
Jiddan) with a number of 35 traditions (7.93%), (v) fabricated traditions (Hadlth Mawdue) with a number of 25

traditions (5.66%), and (vi) no-source traditions with a number of 11 traditions (2.49%), all of which are placed
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in two categories, i.e. the accepted category (Magbil) with a number of 238 traditions (53.96%) and the
rejected category (Mardiid) with a number of 203 traditions (46.04%).

Fad.a’il ‘Amal, authored by Mawlana Muh ammad Zakaraya, is a collection of persuasive stories in
relation to the significance and merits (Fada’il) of performing good works (cAmal. Such a treatise is invariably
found to be inclusive of weak, very weak, and fabricated traditions because of the authors’ lenient standards in
referring to weak traditions as proof for encouragement of performing good works. Mawlana Muhammad
Zakariya was celebrated as an expert in the science of Hadith. However, his work done in the purpose of

enjoining good works was not absolutely free from those weak traditions, though found in a minimal proportion.

Keywords: Takhrij, Hadith, Shaykh al-Islam, Muhammad Zakariya, Fad a’il ‘Amal
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