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RESEARCH

Criteria for Determining Bid‘ah ah from a Perspective of ‘Ulam@’ of Ahl al- Sunnah

Nasrullah /\/Iadtapong*
Abdullah Karina”

Abstract

This paper aims to study the criteria for determining Bid‘ah from a perspective of ‘Ulama’ of Ahl
al-Sunnah. It is a qualitative research work, which collects data from relevant documents and literatures.
and analyzes the data by resorting to the principle of Hadith Science, Islamic Jurisprudence_and
Tarjlh.The finding show that the criteria to determine a bounDary of Bid‘ah from a perspective of
‘Ulam@’ of Ahl al-Sunnah there are 9 elements as follows: 1) every Bid‘ah is a deviant act; 2) Bid‘ah
has no valid religious basis; 3) all lbadah that derives from a very weak hadith or Hadith Madhua® is a
Bid‘ah ; 4) a word or an act that comes from Prophet’s companion is allowed to be debatable but it is
not concluded to be a Bid‘ah if it does not contradict with al-Qur’@n and Sunnah; 5) all Ibadah that is
agreed religiously to be practiced in a general sense (‘UmUm) is considered to be a Bid‘ah if it is
practiced in a specific purpose (Mugayyad) without any valid sources; 6) any form of Ibadah that Prothet
# omits, even though there is a good reason to practice or there is no obstacle (not to practice), is
considered to be sunnah and its violation is considered as Bid‘ah ; 7) Bid‘ah means any innovation in
religion including interpretation and individual perspective; 8) Bid‘ah is an intention to get closed to Allah,
which can happen in form of an act of doing and omission; and 9) all lbadah, Mu@malat, and Adat
(tradition) that has no form in religious legislation is considered as a Bid‘ah if it is practiced with an

intention to worship Allah.
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