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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study level of student teachers’ optimism on a teaching
career and to analyze reasons behind different levels of optimism by using a mixed-methods research.
The structure of research was Explanatory Sequential Design started from quantitative study of 506
obtained by Stratified Random Sampling of 5th year undergraduate student teachers who came from
university within and around city area as the subjects. Descriptive Statistic, were used to analyze the
data coming from questionnaires. The 20 individuals of each extreme career optimism group were
selected where they did a t-test. Then, a qualitative study was analyzed through content analysis of
interviewing all of the 40 selected participants.

The result exhibited a majority of teacher career optimisms at middling level. The
research also compared the average score from both optimistic groups, which they had .05 statistical
level of difference. In analyzing the reasons behind teaching career optimism, the structural interview
was divided into 2 groups; First, the reasons behind the high level of optimism for teaching career were
categorized into 8 categories as impression from experiences during practicum, being influenced teaching
process management from universities that supported teaching career, teacher’s fundamental
characteristics, self-efficacy, parental support, teachers supports, impression level from role-model
teachers and stability in life. Secondly, the reasons for the low level of optimism for teaching career
were categorized into 5 categories as troublesome experiences during practicum, the university’s
teaching process did not endorse teaching career, imbalance of rewards and responsibilities in teaching
careers, teachers’ negligent on students’ behaviors and poor examples of teacher as a role-model.
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