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Abstract

The objectives of this study was to study the roles of vocational education institutions in
participatory tourism industry development with regard to the view of tourism partners. Samples
surveyed were teachers in vocational education institutions under the jurisdiction of the Office of
Vocational Education Commission offering tourism industry programs and those tourism partners, i.e.
public sectors, hotels, and community leaders of tourism sites in five provinces. The data gathered by
means of the questionnaires were statistically analyzed. It was found that vocational education
institutions as perceived by themselves were expected as highest in term of their roles in tourism
industry development; however, in practice, such roles were perceived only as high. Regarding their
participation in the development, their involvement and the benefits gained were also perceived only
as moderate. Regarding their potential in the development, the strength was with the quality aspect
quality of life. The proposed participatory learning process model suggestions are inspect activities and
discussion in group work and suitable place are hotel and vocational institution. The vocational
education institutions should be of the proactive role to support and develop the tourism industry
sector.
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