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Abstract

This research is a quasi-experimental research, with the application of a Participatory Action
Research (PAR) and Project-based Learning (PBL methodology). The objective of this study were to: 1)
Study social skills of children, Ban Nong Tae in community, Non Khwang District, Buriram Province; 2)
study effects of organizing participatory non-formal education activities integrating folk plays and local
wisdom on the social skills of children in the community. The research sample groups comprised 30
children aged 9-12 years. The research instruments used were: 1) a plan of organizing participatory
non-formal education activities to develop the integration of folk plays and the local wisdom social
skills of children in the community as developed by the researcher; 2) a test of children's social skills; 3)
social skills observation. These research instruments verified (Content validity) by five experts. The data
were analyzed by using percentage, mean and standard deviation and t-test statistic.

This research found that: 1) Children in Ban Nong Tae community have a good social skills

(x = 86.73, S.D. = 10.65) 2) The effects of organizing participatory Non-Formal education activities to
develop folk plays integrated with local wisdom social skills of children in the community were: the
children that attended the activities had social skills of participation in working groups, problem-solving
skills in group, skills to help others, and the skill of leader and follower, before attending the activity
and after the attending were significantly different at the 0.05 level.
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