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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to organize a local-wisdom based non-formal educational
process of the elderly-youth relationship 2) to study the effects of organizing a local-wisdom based non-
formal educational process of the elderly-youth relationship. This study was conducted qualitatively. The
participants were elderly and young residents of Chonnabot District in Khon Kaen Province.. Andragogy
of Knowles (1980) was applied as non-formal educational process for activity planning and to facilitate
the study the elderly-youth relationship. The research instruments were activity logs, observations, and
interviews. Data were analyzed through content analysis.

The results of this study indicated the following:

1. In order to facilitate the local-wisdom based non-formal educational process to enhance the
elderly-youth relationship, a number of elements are critical. For example, in this study,participants
planned to weave Mudmee silk together by creating a collaborative learning atmosphere, with an
appropriate physical environment designed for collaborative learning, targeting a silk-weaving activity
involving collaborative planning, design, and implementation of the silk-weaving activities, including
collaborative assessment of silk works.

2. With regard to the effects of organizing a local-wisdom based non-formal educational process
on the elderly-youth relationship , the following results were identified from the collaborative silk activity:
a) the activity involved straightforward communication b) participants assisted others through
encouragement and keenness to help each other ) elderly and youth were likely to feel trustful of each
other during the work, d) sincerity and appreciation developed between elderly and youth, e) there was
acceptance of individual characteristics between elderly and the youth and realization of individual
characteristics between the two groups.

Moreover, the activities effectively support local wisdom in the implemented area.
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