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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the problem solving abilities and sense of social
responsibility of eleventh grade students who studied social studies through problem-based learning
activities. The participants were forty-nine eleventh grade students from the Chulalongkorn University
Demonstration School who were divided into two groups: an experimental group (n=25) and control
group (n=24). Two sets of lesson plans based on problem-based learning activities versus conventional
learning activities were used as the experimental instrument. The instruments used to collect data were a
problem solving abilities test with the reliability of 0.818 and a social responsibilities test. The duration
of study was seventeen weeks in which students received instruction for one period per week of fifty
minutes length each. The data were analyzed with a t-test.

The results of the research are as follows: 1) The students who studied social studies using
problem-based learning activities had higher post-experiment problem solving abilities scores than pre-
experiment scores at the .05 level of significance. 2) Students who studied social studies through
problem-based learning activities had higher problem solving abilities scores than those who studied
through conventional leamning activities at the .05 level of significance. 3) Students who studied social
studies through problem-based learning activities had higher post-experiment social responsibility scores
than pre-experiment scores at the .05 level of significance. 4) Students who studied social studies with
problem-based learning activities had higher social responsibility scores than those who studied with
conventional learming activities at the .05 level of significance.
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