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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study and prioritize the order of needs assessment to develop
the instructional ability of student teachers majoring in early childhood education. The participants were
128 student teachers, graduating from the academic year 2004 to 2008, from the Faculty of Education
majoring in Early Childhood Education at Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand. The research
instrument was a questionnaire. Data were statistically analyzed through the arithmetic mean, standard
deviation, and t-test. The Modified Priority Needs Index formula (PNI Modified) was used to prioritize the
order of needs assessment.

The results were as follows: 1. Student teachers in early childhood education were required to
develop instructional ability in four instructional areas:1) instructional planning, 2) activity organization, 3)
environmental management, and 4) learning materials and resources. 2. Student teachers in early
childhood education were required to develop instructional ability in all instructional areas. The first and
foremost critical needs of the instructional areas were learning materials and resources, especially
materials maintenance. The second critical needs were instructional planning, especially classroom
management as well as evaluation and activity organization, especially the curriculum and content
analysis. The third critical needs were environmental management, especially in the area of physical

environment.
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