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Abstract

Students in private all-boys boarding schools live together under conditions involving time
constraints, strict regulations, and social adjustment, which may affect their ability to cope effectively with
academic challenges as well as real-life problems. This qualitative research aimed to 1) explore the real-
life problems experienced by high school students, and 2) investigate the abilities of high school students
to solve real-life problems in the context of a private all-boys boarding school. The target group consisted
of 25 high school students studying in a private all-boys boarding school under the Office of the Private
Education Commission in Bangkok. The research instruments included self-assessment questionnaires and
semi-structured interviews on the real-life problems of high school students, as well as self-assessment
questionnaires and semi-structured interviews on the students’ abilities to solve real-life problems. The
data were analyzed using inductive content analysis and thematic analysis. The results revealed that 1)
students experienced environmental problems the most. In particular, high levels of dust and extreme
heat in the afternoon affected outdoor activities. Meanwhile, issues related to peace and institutions and
social issues are the secondary and third dimensions, respectively. 2) The key behavior reflecting the
lowest level of real-life problem-solving ability was the ability to search for or produce creative solutions,
which was at a fairly good level. At the highest level, the key behavior demonstrating real-life problem-
solving ability is the capacity to select creative solutions and to plan the implementation of those
solutions when compared to other key behaviors. The above findings are beneficial for teachers in
designing learning activities that meaningfully promote students’ ability to solve real-life environmental

problems in boarding school contexts.

Keywords: real-life problem-solving, all-boys boarding school, real-life problem
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