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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the concept of human development based on
Protestant Christianity. The study employs a historical analysis methodology to analyze educational
process and work of Protestant missionaries in Thailand, which can be divided into three periods. First,
the pioneer period of Western education (1838-1933); second, the period of educational operation
under the Thai Christian leadership (1934-1956); and third, the period of educational operation under
the Church of Christ in Thailand (1957-2015).

This research shows that the principle concept of human development conducted be
Protestant missionaries based basically on Christianity ideology and teaching.  Missionaries used
education as ways to eliminate ignorance which is influenced by sin and evil. Missionaries believed that
by undergo education a person will understand clearly the meaning life and willing to accept the truth
in Christianity. There are six principles used by missionaries to provide guidelines in promoting education
as ways to develop human beings. These are: 1) Education for moral development based on Christian
teachings in the Bible; 2) Education for the principle of human equality; 3) Education within Christian
environment; 4) Education for a holistic person of being human; 5) Education to develop leadership to
serve both churches and society; and 6) Education to develop a person to its fullness as the image of
Christ.
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