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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the needs of early childhood teachers’ to
develop professional competence in three areas: teaching, self-development, and morality and ethics, 2
) to prioritize needs to develop early childhood teacher’s professional competency and 3) to propose
approaches to develop early childhood teachers’ professional competency. The participants were 374
early childhood teachers in Metropolitan Bangkok. Research instruments employed to collect the
quantitative data included a mail-in questionnaire while a focus group was conducted to gather
qualitative data. The research findings were as follows; 1) The mean scores of performance for
development of early childhood teachers’ professional competency were as follows: teaching included
instructional management, assessment, and collaboration with parents and community. Self-
development included studies, classroom action research, and teamwork. Morality and ethics included
behavior as a good model, love and faith in career, and discipline and responsibility.2) The most critical
needs were for self-development followed by teaching, and moral and ethical development. The most
critical need in self-development was classroom action research. The most critical need in teaching was
instructional management and collaboration with parents and community The most critical needs in
morality and ethics was developing love and faith in their career. 3) The most important approach to
develop early childhood teachers’ professional competency in each aspect was as follows: classroom
action research with the support of the executive; Instructional management through training and
follow-up of the teachers; collaboration with parents and community through policies to promote the
involvement of parents. Love and faith in career included promoting the love and awareness of the

importance of teaching.
Arddsy: MsUszdliunudean1sdndy, aussousnadvdn, aguguie
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