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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the effects of using the sociodrama on
kindergarteners’ empathy. The samples were 15 kindergarteners of K2 class at Watsangkrajai
(Chamwichason) school under Bangkok primary educational service area office 3. The purposive
sampling was used to select the samples. ABAB design was conducted for 12 weeks and 40 lesson plans
were developed by the researcher. Each plan comprised of 4 steps for using sociodrama: 1) listening to
the story, 2) making discussion, 3) playing according to the role and 4) reflecting about what they
learned. Research instruments were an assessment of kindergarteners’ empathy form and a
kindergarteners’ empathy behavioral observational form. The arithmetic mean, standard deviation and
t-test were used to analyze the data by comparing 3 pairs of research phases: 1) baseline period (A1)
and treatment measurement period (B1), 2) withdrawal of treatment period (A2) and re-introduction of
treatment period (B2), and 3) treatment measurement period (B1) and re-introduction of treatment
period (B2).

After the experiment, the samples had higher mean scores of empathy at .01 significant level
in 3 pairs of research phases. Mean score of cognitive empathy’s increased in every period while mean
score of emotional empathy and compassionate empathy increased in treatment measurement period
(B1) and re-introduction of treatment period (B2), but had decreased in withdrawal of treatment period
(A2).
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