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Plato’s Apology and the Solution for the Decline of Democracy in
the 21st Century: A Proposal to Larry Diamond’s “Breaking out of

Democratic Slump”

Phakkanan Leongpanyavvong*

Abstract

This article was a thought experiment on the solution of
democratic decline in the 21st century according to Larry Diamond’s
article “Breaking out of Democratic Slump.” The declining of democracy
was revolving around the dissolution of three core democratic premises:
political pluralism, civil liberty, and rule of law. However, the author
found that the argument for the 21st century democracy is analogously
like the Athenian Democracy portraited in Plato’s Apology. Thus, should
ones try to find the solutions to present democracy, they could
encounter their answer in reading Socrates arguments within this

renowned text.
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“Uszvdulnendennany LLﬁz@’]ﬂ’]iﬁdﬂﬁ’]’Jﬁ’]ﬁﬂﬂzn%ﬂ WAZIEUIN
sonluluaanine” Yomnuiddulannudidaluunanud 2020 vosuass
lauoue (Larry Diamond) Wndeg1n1satunisidosuisutisuaudfgy
(Diamond, 2020) 4 40 Q/¥1999N150AABLYBITTUBUNITUNATOILUY
Uszrrdulaglutsemadng q walan UsngTuusiudluusemaandnanam
glsy (AuninvesnuisulseasUlaevedlannsdunn) sgrugudnis
Usngmaaiuuuil daudsfunmilenmssuaarievosnmssuii 20 eg1sAuds
Taglunadulssrsdlaeduiifiansonmesssuasyssrmuludsamaig o
Tnglanzdsemalaniiann uazefnuszinafiiagegliszusunisunasosuuy
g1u1atiew (autocratic regime) luglsunzTusanuaznziusannais (Behrouzi,

2008)

1 ' v
A a = v v

Tanaud ¥annnd1dydymniiatudedu luldfinanssuey
nsiieadansadiutsznsdlas uienssgusems (coup) iednsuiaain
fgurafimannisidends mndutigmiiAnanidsluresgaunisaiuas
Tnssarevesszuauiszendulaeies fie AnuideuasesuuiAandnduiugu
afvesUsz s Ulnedddyaindsznns leiun wundawndouniansdes
(political pluralism) wuARisafuES nmmaLos (civil liberty) wazuuaRndn
Penaniifsssu (rule of law) (Diamond, 2020, p. 37)
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Fidudaygmanui lewoud Wna1lifetuanudennssvesusyrsulngly
taqiiu fe Yymilinnnmadeamesguafnsasludseudsessdlaei
lan

nsisanawnAdetassvesUstr s UlnnunAavadlauous
luerafiansan et otauadnuunszuaunisviabitdudszeifdlaeg
(democratization) vaengduinAnwuINTSElasUSsUIgULUgUARLUUU g Tl
(positivism) MsuAlytgniveslardigisnisveun deuliinlugnisesnves
UgymiuszvrsUlee nanife gmﬂﬁmaﬁwauﬂimﬂ%ﬂmEJV'anm WJu

Jofinsanndndusedeandulumdeanifosieiuanudauaznguinisidie

! ufeududidguedlsidsa ansia (Robert Dahl) 48 "Democracy and Its Critics' a3y
Snuarddgdsuivgvesszueunisunasesuuuyseyiulagdnusznoudieiouly 5
Uszms Toun 1) msfidrusanegrsudsdu (Effective Participation) vosnatiles 2) AamLeEwe
malunisasazuuudeduduneuiisniusonisindula (Voting Equality) 3) Aanadilasie
dnSautosvoanaiiie (Enlightened Understanding) 4) waliindianslunisnivuniuinig
¥8335 (Control of the Agenda) ua¥ 5) ANUATOUAGHYBIANT (Inclusiveness) (Dahl, 1989)
mnfnsandszsvlnenudeulvvenia sxnuimdnmsdfvesussrsulasadeln
fanislianuddyetned swradendnnisindreanuwindioy (principle of equality)
wnedinrusindiesvemadieduszueuyszrsulaslunsivuanadnsnisindulafisina

o

yniustaszvtedinulagsiu (Held, 1991)
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flansevild fifeuladenfinnsananyasuduuunanindisussnidlneves
unsieLsud dsenafiednduaniFuduresnruAnuasguinisilows Tusn tu
fenudsuvounaln (Plato) Ineldiden elnlad wndnwiluunanuil Sat
msfimsaniadieudisussinsnudouiand orvmilugussdudiaiut

saeanuldanunsailisuiisunulanisgruinel (incommensurability) we
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WeulidngUszasidunisiansanauldouveslateudlugiugveuenais
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nsifeslesnudeusinladseusiuisaiulszvdulag nilldiu
M3n9BaiaUsinssmeiuY SN siiieddle awmsnd (Leo Strauss) denana
Tumsussenelitihdnmanzigmans sminendedanln 5ot 1966 Tusiedn
o "Plato’s Apology of Socrates & Crito" (Strauss, 2016) adeit 14dle 18 AaIAL
1966 Tnerduntsussengluiunsnvesnisiseu amsd tad liudywves
nsfinnsaneueinlad dusazerumutuilugusduiinmessfRmansvos
lansfareuns iilenaudinudeifiaadimeuseSamansuiola? Samsnd
venimnldinariidiluias elnladde veuileu (pseudo) wiedilnmn (a lie)
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noble lie) (Strauss, 2016) wazidun1sanelAiuaudunusseninedn

USugn Fenmelaniiia fuuaslufiifeiosud (@udi Sunsied, 2524, u. 132)
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seuhainusvgiuuas mndumnuduiuseninainyugiuli
Lailenusey1 (non-philosopher) sdiamudeuveanalalsiitu vy
L?JmLwﬂﬂmué’uﬁuﬁlwuﬁiﬁmLﬁu...ﬁ;mﬁﬁw ”zgﬁiamnﬁda Wi Lde
amalaindiavedlansifafedfifigndes auduiusiuaudlals
AndudaTinegrainusvaasdudulsr. agnaeduwuamadud
wauelu SWUUAn (The Republic) elsi? anuiidainusvgyrunases

I o

wilef 7 lilvdnusvan. 1ddaed i Aderauiioglndisuay
sthudileldine duie Tussuavyszmsulaeg WiulaeiiTeu] las
madugifdnlunafadulatugarine Jszensusiumy (democratic
assemblies) v3ogiTe1v14y (experts)...
(Strauss, 2016)
miﬁameﬁ%iﬁLﬁummﬁuﬂ’uéiwdNﬁ’ﬂﬂ%’wﬁuﬁﬁiﬁiﬁiﬁﬂﬂiﬁum
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n1auitestiu (Sharples, 1994) Favmnisidemuanyfigiunds n1sfinnsaneu
Jouslnladveanaln deudumogisvesnnuduiudinfsaiunuunnsig
vesiffigninsesinuSugvidedifenvasonis dAuidvesilildinusvan
v3oUszvrvusiumyninevis Afinansznusenisiissegvesigusedany
Uszvaulmedaglu

AMnuiianuan fe mnfinnsangruadfiiutlymideussmiulagan
Usznsveslawoud aznuingiuafiivadunmieunisnisdes uaztasam
wawiles genlsiannsnordendnnsivhediBormauuitymls wszgiued
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Uszu1§Ulnenurugresdnaangu nssuiunisvseursdlaeg
(dernocratization theory) gasdainnsfinaidewidvsuazdnnuminiien oz
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FapuusznsUlaetlagtu wu dewmusiferfulssusdlasuuudinwimiie
(deliberative democracy) s?fq‘ui']ﬂgsﬁﬂuﬂmﬂmaﬂmswﬁ 20

nsundweslszandulaenuulinyinise (deliberative tum) 1Uu
nauug Iifutgmeesssesulasuvuufguden Sennldteannuay
8% AseLA John Dryzeck) Uszwndulasuwuudsnwimiedenisdeasves
nalasiiusmnnisaseudt liinandu "aslesiune, mstiu, nsdedu
e, mslavunviuid e, nsadadeniiuvannas, n1sLanieands
ANNUTITWIAINYARR, N15TNYANATN IaudsauneeuUgniaanunisal
sULUULABIRL" (Dryzek, 2000, p. 2) AsBiEATIRIRUIUsES UlRBLUY
USnwmn3e Aevserdulnefamaidesdidiuiiuuasiilsiussloviausand
fids mlduszrsulmefinadioshmauemefiossslevidmnuiigu Tunsed
i winawdn laveud ldRansandswssiuiiameeandndmselaidur lu
unarwigdsusnuineuduvessudeudul wudiud lauoud lldnaads
wnAaUszrBUlagLuuUInvmieindunieend "UFTALY" uasviuluiaue
wunuuuUigiufisafiniu (endegns nsdamaidendaiizenadasiuuiun)
uideasuvineand laveud voufude "AwusniidenhAemandulugiianusie
gAuARTINaTAm (freedom) warUszisulneduiunmeiiiegiviiondn
ﬂ’li[’dﬂﬂ’uﬁ?LENL%ﬂﬁUWiiﬂmiLﬁ@Qﬂﬁ%@Naﬂ’liLaaﬂﬁ%L‘V]I’]“lfu" (Diamond, 2020,
p. 49)
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FaduwamanidsvesfiTouiliidudognsiansan iomeneulsiudtaymi
lowoud 13endinshsasvesuszvsulaglummssui 21

UNALE N IEAuEN98aN1NAILE prRBETaIUsEnS Ulne
audl uafd laveus 163 1MRu Inoudseanifuddu Ao n1sRarsungund
Uszansulaaifafuslusimidndae wdoumanisides (political pluralism)

@

@snmwaliiad (civil liberty) wagnaniifsssy (rule of law) muaisnu lagly

=

alnlad WueIosnusinuimenisanudilanegiuafwand 9nduia

wandliliunuduiusvesnuAnvedlansifanuivsnglunudsuduliiu

Hymvesszansulnglulagiu \udeaudsing

alnladfiunuiisunienisiias

aruaadlaveauass lavoud wydounienisidesnuieda
mi‘di’lm*mLLmﬁmvﬁaqmuﬂ’liiﬁﬁmaué’ﬁé’dﬂuﬂ’mﬁaﬂﬁﬁLLuawwaﬂiuﬁﬂmq
LA (Diamond, 2020, p. 41) WaonsinssamsiiewIeosinsnenisidiod

a =y

aunsaldgruiawmiodny wagludduRsssumoadAnsNdwLIAANIaNI1SIla
waneineriuly (Diamond, 1997, pp. 14-15; Zakaria, 1997) Y3304 dn3iiania
vowszysulneendeeglasuavesnssuiunsifends laun wnAnussandey

7laia3 (iliberal populism) Wnuszadeufinereiuasouiiazasiewniouie
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ansaliuleuvisussnieuairsgudedinuesegluiumidldegiaelies
goudunsynianueatrivulouefidivuasenuilignlagides wague
msAdianansgnusosudu q vesdsunisides ulsunedadiliifiofsgels
fiheudanarnduiivssnnsegudssrualngfisaindy wnlunindu
MsvenegIusavesiiuuuUsz doniliiia’ feduneudssdnirvesie
nsidlestangadiu waziduujindrowunfanyiounisnsidiedassssuni
(Maller, 2016)

Tansifa Tu olnlad (JumegrmidwesUseiiutymuszandely
lousud wiHnuluiemdheussndomasdntuluanssud 20 wasgnloadii
wlguigaisnsasrew drlsenlon walassadiavesssuaulseusulaeg
fuunldui oygralidssvdenfunuimdidglunisegddaldaungulng
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o
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(interpellation) sienaifiesfitsegluma s1fuindungueuniiadeaiu fys
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(the many) LLu"uaua'wm5°fj’ﬂ@qulﬁﬂum§mﬂﬁﬁmﬂumq'17'iL‘ﬁuﬂiﬂmﬂﬁiaﬁ n
99 19y Tudsenuszadulasiewsud viodnussniouluamsseil 20/21 doud
firmnsflazUfiasnieannouynnNuAavEoANAIYB NI BUTIVIAg LN
madlesdu q Wlunaufeatu viedunsihaewiennianisifedsi
laveud na1fis Mmawdgyrindulsvedenves lansida ysngludeninuwsn

5 voselnlad nanfe
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"Jumsenduiniigaiagsedivuanamaiilianun wsie
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Jululdlendmanazsenlasaulapunilaluniniunini wazdnauls

v Y

witmgndudadulvind uAligimiloud v wasdnAulaglid

lasnoudinny velividanuniuineneseintii landvestndn
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Teganauseunn dsdrmdnlinaauuds - wanuilaldunninfiiisay
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Furalsaiundadwindy wndud ‘1/1QﬂﬂqﬂﬂmazwwuﬁdﬂLLﬁamuWﬂf‘g
visomuAnvesnguAusng 9 AirugdediAiTinTeismsumananuives
lansnfa aud® Junsied (2524, u. 146) szylisgrainauladn " ludeay
nadlesiiiulszrdulngegraasudiu dnnsdlowfussaunadiiants
W& RRenszanTiavieun muemmuuites..” dmidiinussanieusn
Tlunsuaamgudodumadonss MIONTAUUAYUIINUMIYY ABNITUR
ANUABINITVTROARYBIAUNG 1 EY Wi ulasmudesnistuinauemause
grudeaduduladigguie 9afiesd snanefugdoudidguesdiny
Uszr§ulne waznanaludesinlumelud (audd dunsiad, 2524, u. 169)
mMsuidenanmatnUssiuiiiertunn Glrunfvesdan) Mlinade
so Tans1ia 1y wldienmslaaunues Tnsesunelienaiiui asivesud
nanmlansida wleiinainnisnanisisvesiwesld lansiia weneiy
figatRslutonandsiisamennsaiuianail Thuvndugiieaintign wiveud
mnasunslasealaaiuiieniuaainves lansifa ae dnnisidies nd wag
frsilito radlaldindunisnondrdmennseiin Tansida L“ﬂuqﬂﬂaﬁamm
ﬁqm" 51’3&Jﬂﬁlﬂﬂqﬁ]ﬁm’mﬁuﬂejuﬂuﬁiﬁ%adwé’aaﬁmmammbjmﬂﬂﬁmmﬁd

v
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wazNeknstaanusanaeonlUludsnuesud wivieal mnRa1sadsnisves
lans1ia Wudeilouvasnale 151enauaelednnianiiadn lansifa nenenu
fgaiRatutenufng iWetfisanuasludeasvesda Tansida 110
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v
[

Aeugrudrdguesszusudstudulag Anallessdesdodugauniigsgalu
msniidnsalunsmsdiedussueuil widymiliiaduie awasidy
wanasannatedudsindfuussingruresdanumiennuusnsauives
wadesludsnuiszndulag uazdaudosnfvesauvyinniiidmaduond
yosnued uazliiuindudosmvesdiaunisilomwen olwlad Juduiiedn
Aaouliisndin usl lanmia agldanuaiadudoudsinseresudiidmns
lsnnsRansanailuma udvinefigaudreafinisinfiniuiuanufavesau
wiantiu Aflfevusmdenuaiedt Tansia wenenudlmi’
wyleumemadiodldlétuegfunsaisenuinidefioviomsviude
wioldutmyaulduiniiga mnidunisyaninuass (truth) wazuanem

491112959 (fact) unWnd 19 evannalev avane (Estlund, 1993) n15%

2 grilgnldiluiiunswangludSvginemansvesasa Jeuies (Karl Popper) #teiuse
fen1sveneiiveseIRnuIiIuNTiaatingviseng umdnermansiidegludivaitdu
ganfivzilamenisiigalinngwienguidinangndesiuanuduaisdusssund e

I3

uywdlienadiulanvsednsnavianuald n1sfigailgn (verification) 3dliaenadosiuainu
< a ) ¢ a ca . . ~ < > '

Wuadawesmsuaismanuivesywd n13igaiia (falsification) daudululduinnd
wazmedsn1siwuiios Mildesdanuimaingimansvenedngiwaiies msenguie
ngufinligneesiazgniie wdelawzdsiiaenadesiuanuluaiaviniu Wang (eyasal fu
wl, 2542)

3 dwsuiegnsswadoveslygmniiniuusessulnenuuuinemnie o1fiitu Blattbers,

2003; Lupia & Norton, 2017; Offe, 2017
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wu mssuduuleueyszuidenveaniugiean fAvasnlvivntiudeinigas

A = a

anunsaguatsyvuld lneivsersulideudon8lvunsy Wefenisnglasy

£y q Ex]

13

Luiisanenanisnevausauleviy anuanaaievessguarunussvfioun

Unngliiuluiign

alnladnudsninwnaliios
was3 lawous $1eteRasanisaduas nwnadios aunisiiviun
\eidd Taannaatuiivmsdasusuainwlusanasig o fe Wineudd
(Freedom House) & slusieauatud 2019 0158 wasssidoudsnisiun
Faadananinasnmwaiiios vaneds
Uszianseauuaufinaiediasnmlunisuanseandnin
A N1399UNqN NTANIAY NSANY wazn1sduliermaul.. d
Anssumaaswsiafiad uanidesunelfAnanurinfisanidenia
wivnauludany saudemduarsunguiey”

(Freedom House, 2019)
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wAnA 9 AU 39150 15791 (Richard Kraut) (Kraut, 1984 cited in Benson, 1998)
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