Political Science Critique

Journal Homepage: https://so01.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/PSC

Volume 12 Issue 24

The Debate on Philosophy of Science of

Article Info

Article history:
Received October 8, 2025.
Revised December 3, 2025.

Accepted December 12, 2025.

Keywords:

Philosophy of science;
Decision-making theory;
Ontology; Epistemology

Simon's Decision-Making Theory.

Teerapon Kreangpun ?

Abstract

The changing of public administration theory in the
third paradigm emerged from the critique on the principle
paradigm by Herbert A. Simon. He criticizes the principles
of public administration is just a proverb and argue that the
decision-making theory is the core of administration. This
challenges the status quo of the public administration body
of knowledge. This analysis finds out that what is kind of the
philosophy of science of Simon’s the Decision-making
theory? The paper analyzes on documentary and textual
analysis. The result of analysis found that Simon’s the
decision-making theory has base on the foundationalist
ontology that human free from the natural truth and
value-free. The epistemology is the positivism that use the
methodology of scientific approach with scientific
experimental mathematic and equation to explain the human
decision. The unit of analysis is the individual level.
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Decision-Making Theory was Herbert A. Simon
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MIANEINITIUIFU sz RUA R SIRIUIA LS ENSWaaInmsAnsuuLNg Anssumaasnly
szifisuitvasdindgniivunilesassaasud nszuauria (Paradigm)a 1 n1su3wisusnain
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JilszanTniwdastaaaainnades uene1aidudsszaInmIunINuoINIINIsLlasnIanaaniteni
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ingrataasnisaaniy (Scientific Management) 983 Taylor (1912) ng®{szuusisnis
(Bureaucracy) 183 Weber (1946) wnann13uin1s POSDCORB w84 Gulick (1937) CAT T
Simon (1946) ldldudafiananmavinyindwiisagniSa (Proverb) wirtiu lseandasnulanaany
duasednrissitanuies uazdtebuneiviliddyussmsusmsiudensaaduls mtwingnanms
u’%mw‘f\mdnﬁﬂﬁamuwaﬁm%’gﬂi:maumam%mnﬁuﬂuqmﬁaGawaﬁﬂn (High noon of
orthodoxy) (Sayre, 1958, p.103) @Taaé}"uﬂaaumnm:muﬁ'ﬂﬁmammﬁ@ﬁﬁn%ﬁmﬂuqﬂfu
wmmuﬁumLLa:aﬁ”NadﬁmmfﬁLﬂumnaLﬂuﬁuﬁaagnﬁwmﬁ aztiusaanananldimsininsuas
Simon ifuﬁaﬁqr&ﬂmﬁé’(m“'zgslugmzﬁl,ﬂuﬁ;@L'ﬂ5ﬂu1ﬁaaﬁmw&ijma%'gﬁi:mauma@%ﬁﬁﬂmwm
nmidnmdanunainnaislugasia s an mnuadrlidnusulaldinnsiussmdaiauanionaiunas
Simon lumsdssgdsemaasy

sauluunanuitaziinnsimdasulauaznudouzas Herbert A. Simon anTiamzdiiun
nidiAnsingaveddraiuiuves Simon ifu@i‘layjuugmﬂ%’mywé’muma@imulﬂ lagdianehnn
Ursifwi3aanainm (Ontology) wnminyn (Epistemology) sziiiwu3s (Methodology) wazwiing
Ate3z# (Unit of analysis)
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(Epistemology)

Herbert A. Simon - U3 uhtey (Positivism)
- §afipy (Realism)
5NN

(Methodology) - NM3AAMY (Hermeneutic)
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(Unit of Analysis)
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unaMages Teanifissnadizgdmaaiuamauinisdasula Decision-Making Theory
184 Herbert A.Simon SaNINUAAINTALMIIATIEA laaunwnwT1adu lasgdnsiiiausas Herbert
A.Simon 113 The Proverbs of Administration I 1946 sz Administrative Behavior A study
of decision — making Processes in Administrative Organization @ 1976,1997 an3iaszdlu
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uaz 4. ninpAieazi (Unit of analysis) 1iuwacnslslaslsonmdouas auaInl SNt (Limmanee,
2018) dsznavlunisatonsoumadiaszs

1. dszidiudrunaingt iumsdiensiiieafunsirnuses Simon 1fummm§maomm§%§a
awassnmduuuule sznine Foundationalist %waa'jwﬂﬁﬂQmszﬁﬂ%amwm‘%ufmﬁwfumu
syINTIAnEN T wdsIzan m&wﬁ‘ w38 Anti-Foundationalist w3a Constructivism fiafu1u41
ﬂiﬁﬂgmsrﬁﬁammﬁaﬁwfua;jﬁ'ums%’u;&”maamgwﬁﬁamiﬁmmmawgwﬁ

2. thzidusunadinen (Epistemology) ilumsiiansiiasasitnslunsdrfiandauaiom
anuilunadiaueman’ Geudsaaniudrindrd g 1iu d1inufauiion (Positivism) ériindadio
(Realism) §n@nny (Hermeneutic)
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4. dyziawnihindianeit (Unit of analysis) Lﬂumﬁmﬁzﬁﬁammﬂ’?mﬂ:ﬁmaa*’g@ﬁna%mﬂ
Fajsefueunngmaalluszavlafianwduuuvle uyaas (Individual) n3aiag (Objective) 4
anwouzidu Active manner w38 Passive manner (Judu

mﬁmﬁ:ﬂuﬂiuﬁummﬁl,ﬁaﬁ']mwLﬂmfﬂLLa:ﬁ,’]VLﬂz;imi@]auﬁwmu'jwmﬁ’m%mwm Simon
s 1uuuyla senivdnndfguiton (Positivism) dwngafion (Realism) w3adnindnaiw
(Hermeneutic) 'jﬂlugwu:ﬁ' Simon Lﬂu;gl”‘i_qmLﬁﬂmﬂﬁuﬁmé‘ﬂmiu’%miﬁmumsa:auam‘mmj’m
BTUUG B IR UAREWNTIZMT0T U89 Simon U uwrivSegadnaBupues Simon iiluatnsls figruna
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unanuiiumsfnsduaainienamiatoifsumimnssusidezmaumansuas
Jgmaas maiuTuTndayaanmaidvianas (Documentary Research) (Chantavanich, 2009,
p.144) lagaaiianainsiuiouaey Herbert A.Simon 1Juq33mnssunands The Proverbs of
Administration § 1946 ua: Administrative Behavior A study of decision — making
Processes in Administrative Organization I 1976 uaz 1997 wazrindzinismeszdssemauemans
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4.1 Usziauaruniing (Ontology) uazihvaglunisasuig
wugnvasuwfamiaadulas §n23nen (Ontology) wuy Foundation fia wasanua3aduds
Aflogurilusssnm@ Simon Lesfdinasmaninanddszininwidiegats iisudifadonazinlug
a Aad o o & & A v a & & a & A @ o .
mMIsImInanudasdisingeinmidadula Mansdnmwgdnsuuyedineldmaninyiuie (Predict)
ladhy uazmsvimnusunsanauliidu Science ladomsfinwuuuingmaas inalilangue
nmamiusmnaansaiinllglalasnaly (Generalization) (Simon, 1995, p.60) azhuluniauzwas
Simon FsuaslnngnissimamIinuaswnansinuyedludsiagisoidesiald fesain Simon
wwdwiniassgaaaiuazldiuaninaan Chester 1. Barnard flasinsfisnsyshadaanyaasindasld
fagalalifuinlamwazuasituyudiudu Economic man dasnisnisyslanasuauaiaiiudainis
v A a 1 . . s a 1 A .
a9auLadld ®3a15un41 Economy of incentive uazgdafunaszuuniiusiuia (Cooperative
system) 11M39zaaszuuANuTINLalwasdnsaaIaluaneueutvwnuwi lasusnuezidinang
' = . Y v a o 4 & 2 '
Ingaanidwdmuisdes uazneunanslifaanyansiuAareuluninnnugly Ssnuieanud
wan Cooperative system adnaninasinawdudiugas g (Subset) ninauisuadaites tlaun
v, & o ' , o A a &
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v a a 1 ] 1 1 1 . . . . IA .
atmammumaamsaﬁmymﬂ%mmaﬂﬂq%uwlmy (Methodological Individualism) @3 Simon
Adudnaunlasuninaiinuazldfaanyaaalunisaunengdnssunemuing
9nn13nen (Ontology) uazszauvainmsatuisasndnuaasliiiuisniisdiessi (Unit of
analysis) 1uduszduyaaa lasSimon uunnsdadulasanidu 2 uuuda Rational lassuysninam
= A o @ a ) A o A ' A A
fidhwane fdeyadszneunsdadula Juwimendaaulunsumsgithnans Sududufidnaanndiou
U 1 { . . A . =3 Q/ 1 [ 1 cil <l
(Value-free zone) nugawiiiu Bounded Rationality 49 Simon Awaniuiniduginiiidu Value
we Simon g3a9tBai18INITOUENIINAK LG wazawITafneilagszidouitnisinonmaaile lag
MIANHUUUFINAEIUszanasmMInases waziaiiliunm tiweniaanuinezdu (Probability) vas
wp@nssuluasdnsle (Dequech, 2001, p.914) aeldlassasraniauSunvassninulrasayiiiiie
& [l v v v = . o A A ¥ A & od
aysdagnoldaninuiadennds azldnsliugnsmaaslundadulaieldurgidwanonaslildss
\3unin Strategic relation approach #uuaasin Simon tash li'laaziasfazafurudniwavesusun
(Context) niidatfaanyaaa itunu tissudirldldlins@nmedniaziBoaddininunuunlaazana
: a A a a A 'Y o ' = s
dawn@nisulugduuvle wiadnalnigenlssfadunsuanuazmoludiyaasadisliisuaasaands
a 1 Qq: é o v a a = ad a
woAnssumanu S ldreenuauaiilunmsefunswizsndeuitns@nwuuuinaaaasiuioy
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Positivism wuaziasnazatuianaln (Mechanism) vavaautlydns g Mneadas §9vinleiwesuandn

A o o
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lun9nduniu n13f Simon wenznvaniistainnaluntsaadula (Bounded Rationality)
dau%ﬁa;‘J]”LﬁﬂuuamfﬁLﬂumswmmuLauaLﬁaﬂ%'ﬂﬁumﬁ@“ua\‘lmu%a‘ﬁ'ﬁgﬂummﬂwqwﬁmuﬁaﬂ
ﬁﬁmqwa (Rational choice theory) tiu laansaldldlasrialy inmzidaiimsdasulavesnuriu
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ainu widngungejnanniinmsinislugaasauiudidwansfesisgazasdraiune
H . o ° A . ’ ' a
fiasauagy (Universal law) laansnin ldlgldlunn g aadn1s 43 Simon Awnsinduidnignisa
ﬁ"l,aimma?nﬂwvl,ﬂsl,f'l,@ﬁ%amezizﬁumﬁmm:ﬁua:s:é’umia%mﬂagﬁi:ﬁuadﬁmi aztapifalanyana
o . o a o A % = ' Aa {
lunsasesdia Simon fzdumsiienziuazszaunisefunsluszauyaaa Saguugiudaninawdu
' A & & 2 = = A N A o A Aa \ A A

FIURHIVIDIANT azhrInIzAnvIAaITANEINanlasNITITaInNTaaRlaNTNadal sz ANTA N
6 " v . ~ A ] 1 L3 o a . v s
046in13 uddessilas Simon wasAfiidhnanssagnmaaiiang uasviuewadnasn (Predict) linnuj
% < ' ) ' A o [ o A o [
Ilaidunm s ldiunu idssudidunsebunsluszduyanauazwenowdslfsluszauasdnadili

m3atunewes Simon tevigsltymanusuasslumsatunsaiauni

& a .
4.2 Uszauarmarasing (Epistemology)
Simon A nEngefnimivinisgaanduindwivignisa (Proverbs) flianaldlulan
a A A A a a A4 o g v o o & a
nnsuimniiasannuaserlsiidwdigauad (Ideal type) wia Nuansusuliidinulananuiduais

(Lack of realism) (Simon, 1946, p.63) uazuasasanisiiuiiosiaiasaninviniiniald laana

Aad

o a o s 4 a
mqﬂi:mﬁ (Morgan, 2006, p.18) I@]ﬂLLaNma'ﬁ'mimammﬂq@ (One best way) mmammzﬂﬂ
Nieszauasnns (Structure) LLamn@]mﬁmm:ﬂmzé’uqﬂﬂa (Agency)
asnunnefnsaadulaves Simon Fadwaiudusssmsfnswndnssuluszauduanyanaa
(Agency) \uasausn lasaulalunann@nssumadadulazesguing uaznasinisdadulanuladldd
wanandwinanuimneisllimilowtudasunsvas nauj Rational Choice Theory audufinasin
& & o & a . P o A P & o &
uupdidudadiassgia (Homo economicus) fazdwmwimmaianfidudszlominuawasgigannais
' v ¥ o @ o A . . A a o a
LmslmonLmnmg,wﬁﬁﬂuamﬂﬂlumimaﬂa (Bounded Rationality) Gsiiluaaisuduvasnmsiiansay
wwfeanguwganssulunssiensaas (Jones, 2002, p. 272)
n3f Simon afunsfisanuidungidunandiia (Bounded Rationality) infinanag
4 1szns laun
1. nanmanalasaila (Intended rationality)
Auguvaanannsiidaausdfidhwanoeue udlionaussguhwingldiwmznszoiuns
a ¥ o o v A o 3 6 a . .
IudalauazdadnnavessniwiiasauiTusan uszupwoneIpIwaziingua (Intended rationality)
| v a = a v a 6 o 0 a 1A ' v
I'lduinfige SsawaTaudawndnssnvesuysdgninualasdriui liduazldiduinguadis
. . 2 A ' o
(Irrational & nonrational) G9dusiuneIndan1scuwIm
2. wann3Usu (Adaptation)
wann13U5u (Adaptation) sunaneds maaaanlale giaa laildiAiaannszuiunmsnelu
anufavasuusdan o uddndiuldidinudenlouazuiun (Context) luaniwuaadaniug wis
nanlasajude Simon asfinauivilassaineddninadetaianlunisaadulaliiduldanudaula
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3. nanaw lduvuan (Uncertainty)

A laiuuneanlun1ingef Rational choice sansannldainnmadiwimmianuinaziis
(Probability) we Bounded rationality Aan1swe1e1aw1anuguius #3an15U Jaunusszning
AssUMIMIANNAaRUANAL DKLU It IR NIIAT B BRAN

4. wanmuaniaou (Trade-offs)

lulananuiiue3s Simon a%mﬂimumvlw'mminLﬁaﬂmaLﬁanﬁ‘tﬁﬂiﬂwﬁgaqﬂmuﬁm&ath
1o11le (Maximize) LL@imLLanLﬂﬁwmuﬁaﬂﬁlﬁﬂsﬂmﬁgaq@‘nfu wnufidrsnisidaniemaien
Lﬁﬂﬁﬁdwalﬁ]ﬁﬁg@] (Satisficing) luvmsin Tanan Trade-offs Haziindulunsdifidasdagulalasd
wanotdmang (Multiple-goal) waznny trade-offs il Tetlock nasindunalnnisundasauies
(Defend mechanisms) LLuu%ﬁﬂué'ﬂwmzdwLfiavl,sjvl@i”muLﬂmmﬂﬁ'nqvl’?gdq@ waleimpguring
fiweswa (Tetlock, as cited in Jones, 2002, p.275)

luanuduvesdifsunasimauves Simon danwmeidu Useful fiction saandasny
MacDONALD (2003, p.553) tnsnzwinwansmilasfaidunas twilanin Simon a:U5ungu]
Rational Choice Iﬁmmma%mU"L@Tam%dmﬂﬁudw%uﬂﬂﬁﬂumgLfluwa (Rational man) ating
GRS wifldufidaaulauutadnia (Bounded rationality) uafilsidsing Model wiaduuvazlslu
ﬂﬁi%IﬁLﬁuﬂavlﬂﬂawué’uw”uﬁé’u%’usﬁauﬁﬁwvlﬂz;imm“’@ﬁulavlﬁ wazluanuifousas Simon
1309 Administrative Behavior A study of decision — making Processes in Administrative
Organization nan [iTaawitmaasnenisuimsasdnweaisssdouItneinomaasiasdosnis
FWenganssy aatu msdnsnganssumisasulalagiannzlugiuiidu Bounded rationality wu
v ldAssuansmauinaziiln (Probability) nn Usl,ﬁamwLL'méfEmm@;ﬂm‘i’ﬂummmfumwfu 9
nsdAneway Simon ﬁLfluﬁ;@LéuﬁumaanwﬁnmL‘Eawqﬁﬂiiumamﬂumamau’%mimo@iamﬁvlﬁ%'u

antwandanundzmiien (Positivism) uaznapidunszugnanzainsdnwniiizlszsmauaaas
(Yavaprabhas, 2001, pp. 1-21)

[ a
4.3 dsziauwansziiisuis (Methodology)

Uszidusnusziiouislunsdnen (Methodology) vasnguijnmsaaaula Simon aununaln

v a & v A a v o \  ae A a wa . A
mimaulwawgmmslmimﬂtummﬂumamawmmﬂgmmi (Operational research) Liwau
ndadulafidnge (Optimal decision) lasn1ssassdruuunidadulaizasnsaaanudan (Diet)

A = Aa o ' a o g 13 ¥ A &
wawnsaadulafidvitunansdiudsdrs gnnuadu lasimuadynigdassalunisdaduladuun
Amnadindsuazunuwargunisiids 4 3duuy Simon (1997, p.152) l135n1505unadiasuniy
adiaeaasunuduaznensuaidnuulunsaiusnndnsunsaadulavesaysdiluanuduaie
sownstinaudassaagwlanuiuinnit 1 whwune ldiazdwdmanovesaanusiu lagsenns

=

anunuainanModeIns lunaidge @ddninwige) susdwoounazinsdmanoniaiy
Yo Py A ¥ o cv ] aAa A . v v = > a a a

e bivanansdenlaniatasinadnsgndag 49 Simon l¥dasyddauldfinsdadulavasinuimslu

Muaddganwirlugnumstiniimsuims unuimsnsnuaaawlaly Satisfy eulatadnaninua

dld 1 1 dl v va v a a YA v a a
nilag winnazdwlyle wanannisldisudsdjuanisuazldanuunisadiaaaaslunisadune
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nsaasulatianvitunaivalrundsuaztadinadisuss Simon (1997, p.298) d3ld35n13naaas
(Experimental research) tWaw1nalnniinan uflumﬁ:a_ql Jyu1 (Cognitive mechanism in
identification) fuguImislulssauamwalng $rwau 23 au luldsunsunsldnausy

o

nuanInanad Simon ayduazdudusundzruanusunusiznitadymnddyiga f
ANuNITaIreInIh s g sz Tymtudinaagidenuduiusiu dunansanu i uinseziug
whladywiawizauiing1masnufanssuLes RN SUaINII B THALYIN

“ Ay o A Aaa 2 a o A . v & o A

g lananusndeuitmidnwinguinisaadulazes Simon lensauuunmendiamanasly
pN LR en Tunmsunafuneen LLﬂswéaﬁaﬁ'ﬁﬁLﬁm‘*ﬁaﬂummﬁaﬂﬁazﬁ@§u1ﬁ1°naam§w§ua$ﬁ'osl°ﬁ§%ﬂﬁ

. a =1 @ a = v a
nasay (Experimental research) lumi"n@aauawmgmmmimaulaLaani:qﬂrgmmaa;dmms lag
o f =< A A v & . o A o ¢ [ o o o A A
NNINARININAMNF T uFINWaAIlALARIN Simon lnInasaadidszanduidsulsnumaaagulatian
Y A o 6 A R Yy v Y A 3 va A
s:a_qlﬂzymmaa;dmmﬂmmaammumimﬂummﬂﬂmlwamwnuﬂ@aaﬂwmuh wadlTIsNs

A 0% a

\BatSunm uastudwamdudlafunsusznasauiiaduduauudgiuilaas udusn astuuszdouisle
n3dnwpes Simon FdnIniInaass uazmyldaiidiBanssmwniain lugnsaieradiafuonie
Unngmisimidadulazasuing
azwnladnsandsziiuedin Ontology, Epistemology uaz Methodolgy finanauninsdn

waadliianimauinisaadulaves Simon wundvsrginisdnwiwuudfgruiiey (Positivism)
(Cruise, 2006, p.396) LLa:Lﬂua;@L‘%M@TmaamiﬁﬂmL‘fquaﬂﬁuma@‘?‘wam’;ma%’gﬂ‘szmauma@ﬂu

. ~ aa a ] A . = % o a v €
nandeu szdouiTneinsmseitadununinaislunsdinsmianad lasnsdsnaidalszang
msltaiaiduaieslialunsiiensingfinssuasdns uwazdpngf Simon A livuanszdonatng
a e - a o a 2 & a a \ = [
Inpaaaiinsdnsiniangdnssunisaaiula sgaudulumeazidee laauindnslian
= A A v A o a v & A \ a =~ . & o
fanunany Anude diion inszanduiistaysiBilzantidosactnaaed 49 Simon tasfiiunn
Tayasszangannssinangdnsiuuaznaass Wiladany wialdanunanewndnssuudadisle wl

o a | & o =] add A a v | voa o
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