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Abstract

This research article to study guidelines for determining the qualifications of
volunteer lawyers to protect the rights of defendants or accused persons in criminal
cases. which considers the problems 1) determining the age of volunteer lawyers and
2) recruiting volunteer lawyers. This qualitative research studies documents, concepts,
theories, and legal documents.

The research results found that determining the qualifications of volunteer
lawyers; 1) Announcement of the Volunteer Lawyers Committee (ACT) regarding the
recruitment and appointment of volunteer lawyers (dated August 7™, 2020) stipulating
that those who will become volunteer lawyers must be at least 23 years of age on the
application day. The minimum age limit is too low which may cause a lack of
thoroughness and experience in prosecuting cases. And 2) Ministerial Regulations
specifying the criteria methods and conditions that investigative officials must follow in
procuring lawyers for accused persons in criminal cases B.E. 2006, section 6, in procuring
volunteer lawyers. The investigating officer shall arrange for a lawyer for the accused
person from the account sent by the Ministry according to the order of the account
numbers provided by specifying such a list the accused or defendant may receive a
volunteer lawyer that does not match the expertise of the case at hand which may
cause damage. Therefore, it is proposed to amend; 1) The Announcement of the
Volunteer Lawyers Committee (ACT) regarding the recruitment and appointment of
volunteer lawyers qualifications of those who will be the volunteer lawyers (dated
August 7™ 2020) must be at least 35 years of age on the application date, and 2)
Ministerial regulations specifying the criteria methods and conditions that investigative
officials must follow in providing lawyers for accused persons in criminal cases. B.E. 2006,
section 6, the investigating officer shall provide a lawyer for the accused according to his
or her expertise in the case from the list sent by the Ministry according to the order of
the number of the list provided.

Keywords: qualifications, volunteer lawyer, defendant or accused.
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