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Abstract

This research article aims to: 1. examine the baseline conditions of Isan Tung
(traditional Northeastern Thai banners) production and its impacts on the community
economy in Nong Khai Province; 2. develop a production process for Isan Tung based
on the creative economy approach; and 3. propose a safe and sustainable production
model for Isan Tung in accordance with the safe economy framework. This study
employed a mixed-methods research design, integrating both quantitative and
qualitative approaches. The study area was Khai Bok Wan Subdistrict, Nong Khai Province.
The quantitative sample consisted of 300 participants, with the sample size determined
using Taro Yamane’s formula at a 95% confidence level and a margin of error of 0.05,
selected through simple random sampling. Data were collected using questionnaires. In
addition, 25 key informants were purposively selected, including community leaders,
local scholars, Tung producers, and cultural experts, and data were collected through
in-depth interviews. Quantitative data were analyzed using frequency and percentage,
while qualitative data were analyzed through content analysis.

The findings revealed that Isan Tung represents local wisdom closely linked to
ways of life, beliefs, and Buddhist rituals. It is commonly used in traditional merit-making
festivals such as Bun Phawet, Bun Mahachat, and the Heet Sib Song (Twelve Traditions).
Production is primarily carried out by women and the elderly, who play a crucial role in
preserving local wisdom and generating supplementary household income. The
development of the production process based on the creative economy concept
enhances product value by integrating traditional knowledge with designs that align with
market demands. At the same time, an appropriate production model should adhere to
the principles of a safe economy by utilizing natural materials and environmentally
friendly processes. Furthermore, strengthening the community economy should be

pursued through five foundational dimensions: finance, occupation, resources, welfare,
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and networks, in order to achieve economic resilience alongside the sustainable

preservation of local wisdom.

Keywords: Isan Tung, Creative Economy, Safe Economy, Community Economy, Local
Wisdom
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