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Abstract

The development of critical thinking skills is a vital aspect of 21st-century learners in
order to keep pace with changes. Statistical findings show that children with analytical thinking
skills tend to have better civic-mindedness. Traditional academic management alone cannot
adequately prepare learners for the rapidly changing environment. Hence, to explore
guidelines academic management to enhance critical thinking skills among students under the
Suphanburi Primary Educational Service Area Office 3. These objectives were: 1) to study the

current situation, desired situation, and essential needs, and 2) to propose guidelines for
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academic management to promote critical thinking among students. This quantitative research
used a sample of 286 school administrators and teachers, with 262 respondents completing
the questionnaire, representing a response rate of 83.75%. The instruments included a
questionnaire assessing the current and desired situations, using a 5-point Likert scale, with an
IOC ranging from .67 to 1.00 and reliability at .98, along with an assessment of feasibility and
appropriateness evaluated by 15 experts. Statistical analyses included percentage, mean,
standard deviation, and modified priority needs index (PNl qgifieq)- The findings revealed that
the current situation was rated at a moderate level (mean = 3.39), while the desired situation
was rated at a very high level (mean = 4.53). The overall PNImodified was 0.336. The highest
priority needs were: 1) the development and use of educational technology and media
(PNliodified = 0.344), 2) the improvement of learning processes (PNl cgified = 0.334), and

3) assessment, evaluation, and credit transfer systems (PNl ogifieq = 0.333).

The results of the analysis informed the development of guidelines academic
management to enhance students' critical thinking, based on synthesized research and
academic theories. The proposed guidelines are as follows: Development and promotion of
media and technology management for effective critical thinking, including: 1.1) Improving
data management for interpretation through scientific methods. 1.2) Enhancing data analysis
processes for learning management. Improving the quality of learning management processes
based on critical thinking concepts, including: 2.1) Developing learning management to foster
scientific learning methods. 2.2) Enhancing learning management quality to promote life skills
through self-assessment. Developing assessment, evaluation, and credit transfer systems for
critical thinking, including: 3.1) Developing assessment, evaluation, and credit transfer systems
based on inference. 3.2) Advancing technology for assessment, evaluation, and credit transfer

according to standards.

Keyword: Academic Management, Critical Thinking, Guidelines Management
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