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Abstract

The purpose of this study was threefold: (1) to examine the
effectiveness of driving tourism strategies based on the unique identity of
the Southern Border area, specifically in Betong District, Yala Province; (2)

to explore the integration approaches between the public and private
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sectors in promoting tourism strategies; and (3) to propose strategic
recommendations for tourism development that aligns with the region's
distinctive identity. This qualitative research utilized in-depth interviews
and focus group discussions to gather data, with the sample consisting of
four groups: 1) seven representatives from government agencies, 2)
nineteen representatives from the private sector, 3) two experts, and 4)
seven community members. The purposive sampling technique, based on

stakeholder analysis, was employed to select the participants.

The findings for the first objective can be categorized into four main
areas 1. Government Efforts: Public sector agencies organized various
festivals and tourism-promotion events to attract visitors and emphasize
the distinctive identity of the Southern Border area. 2. Private Sector
Collaboration:The opening of Betong Airport in April 2022 played a key
role in boosting tourism by offering reduced accommodation and dining
costs to entice travelers. 3. Academic Support: There were research
initiatives aimed at enhancing tourism in Betong. 4. Community
Participation: Local communities were actively involved in tourism

activities, promoting tourism and organizing events.

Regarding the second objective, the approaches for integrating the
efforts of public and private sectors included 1.Joint planning for events
such as parades and local product fairs to showcase Yala’s best attributes
2.0rganizing preparatory meetings for launching model community
tourism  programs 3.Collaborating with the Designated Areas for
Sustainable Tourism Administration (DASTA) to promote sustainable

tourism development.

For the third objective, the proposed strategies for tourism
development in Betong were structured around four key aspects 1.

Traditions, Culture and Religion 2.Cuisine 3.Traditional 4. Language

Keywords: The effectiveness, Drive strategy, Strategy, Identity
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