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Participatory Process to Preserve and

Continue the Full Moon Bathing Culture
in the Sam Ruan Community,
87 Phra Nakorn Sri Ayutthaya Province

Nattee Phechtburi’ and Boonsomying Polamuangdee

Faculty of Liberal Art, Rajamangala University of Technology Suvarnabhumi,
Phra Nakorn Sri Ayutthaya District, Phra Nakorn Sri Ayutthaya Province,
Thailand 13000

"Corresponding author’s E-mail: phechburi@gmail.com

The aim of this study is to propose the participatory process to preserve the environment of Sam Ruan
community by using the Full Moon Bathing culture which would be held annually on the Loy Krathong Day
(Floating festival). The study employed qualitative research and participatory action research methods. The
researchers helped design and organized some activities with the community, such as the seminar on Sam Ruan
cultures, and environmental preservation by providing information on and increasing consciousness in preserving
the river. The participatory process also helped community to develop rules and exchange knowledge, which
involved stakeholders. The result reveals that the participatory process contributed to the exchange of knowledge
between people from inside and outside the community, and also promoted the coordination among various
organizations and relevant groups of people. Importantly, the local people played a crucial role in preserving
environment by systematically organizing and publicizing activities, and managing the waste disposal using the
biological process to balance the acid value of the river. Moreover, the demonstration of making a Krathong
(a floating basket) by utilizing water plants and the investigation on the local youth’s understanding of the full
moon bathing culture were also conducted respectively. It is clear that the local youth understand more fully

the importance of the festival.

Keywords: Phra Nakorn Sri Ayutthaya province, Sam Ruan community, Full Moon Bathing Culture, Participation

process, Continuation of culture
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