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Culinary Tourism in Tai Khiam Market,

Chumpon Province
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The objectives of this study are to survey the kinds of food, the entrepreneurial selection of the food
package, the management with community participation, and the tourists® satisfaction toward food in the Tai
Khiam market. The main research instruments for collecting data include 300 questionnaires for tourists and
30 questionnaires for entrepreneurs. The data is analyzed by examining the content and by using the SPSS
program to study the quantitative mean, standard deviation and percentage. The results of the study revealed
that there were 3 kinds of food in the Tai Khiam market, including seafood, local food and desserts that were
ready to eat. Lamae district is located on the Gulf of Thailand and is rich in seafood. Famous food in market
were herbal juice in bamboo tubes and a variety of fruits from the farms. The sellers used bamboo tubes,
banana leaves and coconut shells to contain the food because they were local materials. The selection of food
for sell was based on the uniqueness, rarity, local availability, and local production skills, to increase value of
the food in the modern market. The tourists visited the Tai Khiam market satisfied in the highest level — with
food in natural containers (mean = 4.47), with creative and natural packaging (mean = 4.36), with the fact
that the market did not sell alcohol beverage (mean = 4.34). The factors of success in the development of the
Tai Khiam market are the existence of participatory management and effective committee which took care of
the market, the effective rules for all entrepreneurs in the markets, the uses of the local raw materials for food
products, the great variety of food, the participatory quality of the market administration (47 villages), and the

support from the Ministry of Commerce as Talad Tong Chom.

Keywords: Chumphon province, Tai Khiam market, Talad Tong Chom, Culinary tourism
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