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Abstract

The objective of this research is to develop Khit pillows
as local craft products from Para rubber for the Sri Tan
Para Rubber Planters Community Enterprise (SPRCE), Patiw
district, Yasothon province by using rubber science and
technology. The main problem of older Khit pillow process
was the lack of kapok fiber which in fact produced tiny
particles and caused health hazard for workers. In this

project, the raw material for stuffing into Khit pillows was

changed from kapok fiber to Para rubber foam which was
produced from Para rubber lalex from Para rubber plantations
of SPRCE members. The laboratory process was consisted
of (1) the study of Khit pillow production process, (2) the
development of Para rubber foam products and production
equipment, (3) the technological transfer to SPRCE, and
the marketing of the products, using marketing mix tools,
including (1) branding and products designing, (2) pricing,
(3) increasing distribution channels, and (4) promotion.
The result of the continuous 2-year research (2015-2017)
suggests that the Para rubber foam can decrease dust in
workplace environment and improve the Khit pillow products
to high value. In addition, SPRCE can perform the Para rubber
Khit pillow production and develop new techniques to make
high—quality products. Moreover, researchers and SPRCE
members have been also improved in the aspects of human

development and community learning.

Keywords: Yasothon province, Sri Tan community, Khit pillow,

Para rubber, Latex foam rubber
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