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Abstract

This research aimed to survey, collect, and analyze
the community capital to determine its value and potential
to support Chiang Sean municipality, Chiang Sean district,
Chiang Rai province, to be the tourism special economic
zone. In-depth interviews and group discussions about
community capital were held with 40 respondents
including formal and non-formal communities’ leaders,
who were known for their local knowledge, from 6
communities and representatives of government and
non-government organizations to obtain relevant

information. The information was analyzed by its content.

The results were found that the community capital of

Chiang Sean municipality consisted of many aspects for
examples the 34 archaeological sites in Chiang Saen
Ancient Town. In addition, the natural resources were
remarkable, such as the 200 years old teak forest and
Mekong River with its beautiful scenery. Traditional cultural
capital was found through various rituals and beliefs. The
human capital resided with the local philosophers who
were knowledgeable in various fields including language,
history, culture, traditions, organic farming, handicrafts,
paintings, sculpture, music, dancing, food, and traditional
medicine. Once the communities’ capital was analyzed
for its potential contributions to Chiang Saen municipality
as a special area of tourism using the communities’ local
wisdom, it was prioritized to be utilized for economic value
by integrating activities from five community capitals as
follows: History, Food, Culture and Traditions, Handicrafts,
and Music and Dancing. Recommendations were made
to relevant organizations for raising awareness of people
within the communities to build recognition of their value
and providing the opportunities for the communities to be

entirely involved in locally based tourism activities.

Keywords: Chiang Rai province, Wiang Chiang Saen
municipality, Community capital, Potential of community

capital, Tourism special economic zone
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