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Abstract

This research aimed to propose the eco-tourism
ideas for the Blue Swimming Crab (BSC) conservation in
order to motivate local fishers. This study was conducted at
Yong-satar village, Takham sub-district, Palien district, Trang
province, Thailand, where the fishers were experienced
BSC larvae breeders. The study was conducted using
Participatory Action Research (PAR) and quantitative
research from November 2016 to October 2017. The
results showed a potential of promoting eco-tourism
for BSC conservation to the local fishery. All the fishers
agreed to use the crab larvae from the berried females

for tourism activity. The tourists would need to arrange
at least 1 week in advance for a cruising trip in order to
allow the fishers to arrange their schedules. Yong-satar
community had high potential and was ready for the
eco-tourism activity. There were beautiful and suitable
releasing sites for BSC larvae and other conservation
activities, together with other attractive sites where
cruising routes could be arranged. There were also seafood
restaurants with seaside scenery for tourists. Last but not
least, the Yong-satar community saw the importance of
eco-tourism activities and was very willing to conserve
the BSC stock. All the parties involved in BSC fishery in
the community also cooperated well both in eco-tourism
and BSC conservation. When the eco-tourism for BSC
conservation occurs, it will result in an increasing income for
the community. Consequently, there is a strong motivation
for sustainable crab conservation. The suggestions were
that Yong-satar has high potential and is suitable for
promotion of corporate social responsibility (CSR) activities
or incentive trips for organizations. The number of tourists
should not exceed 30 in order to obtain impressive services
and not to disturb the natural way of the community.

Keywords: Trang province, Yong-satar village, Eco-
tourism, Blue swimming crab, Fishery community
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