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Abstract

The elderly in Krainok subdistrict, Sukhothai province are inclined to have pesticide
contamination in their blood, physical limitations for farming, and no access to safe food. This
participatory action research aims to develop knowledge management guidelines that promote
innovative development of the agricultural process for wellbeing enhancement among the
elderly at the Krainok Elders School. The method employed is the SECI Model knowledge
management framework, consisting of four steps. 1) The socialization step is in search of
network partners, needs analysis, and suitable technology for the elderly. 2) The externalization
step involves the development of guidelines for knowledge management for agricultural
process innovation for the elder’s welloeing and forms a manual, curriculum, demonstration
plots, and resource persons. 3) The integration and internalization steps aim to improve the

elderly potential according to knowledge management approaches by curriculum and

supportive resources developed. 4) The assessment step deals with evaluating and extracting
the lessons learned. The learning outcomes from the curriculum reveal that the elderly is
inspired to follow the Good Agricultural standard. They have learned and developed an

understanding of safety production and marketing as well as shared knowledge with the

Keywords:

Sukhothai province elderly in neighboring subdistricts. The self-assessment indicates a high level of the elderly’s
Krainok subdistrict opinions and cognition to the agricultural innovation in four dimensions-- health, mentality,
Agricultural process innovation social and intellectual dimensions. In addition, the study found approximately 17.58% of

Elders school
Knowledge management

the elderly grew their vegetables after participating in the project, resulting in reduced
household expenses of about 812.20 baht/month/household. The results of lessons learned
show that the elderly have more access to safe food, learn about safe farming and work

on plant plots suitable for their physical condition. Finally, they exchange the information and

learn from each other, relax, and feel proud to be a giver of safe food to their community.

Area Based Development Research Journal Vol. 13 No. 5 pp. 325-342
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