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Abstract

Baan TonTan women’s weaving group, Sao Hai district, Saraburi province
produces local woven fabrics of the ethnic Tai-Yuan people. Generally, their fabrics are
pieces of cloth and sarong in ordinary patterns. The objective of this study is to design
and create prototypes of the local contemporary products and their packages that match
the cultural background that meet the consumers’ needs. It also aims to promote the
social and cultural values of the local identity while adding value to the product. The
participatory action research approach employed has involved participation from various
stakeholders, namely, academics, product design specialists, researchers, community
leaders, wiseman of ethnic Tai-Yuan villages in Saraburi province, and members of Baan
TonTan Women’s Weaving Group. The process includes: 1) Developing a conceptual
framework and research process, 2) Creating new design ideas, 3) Participating in
product reviews, 4) Packaging design and product development, 5) Creating patterns
and produce prototypes of packaging and products, and 6) Evaluating consumer
satisfaction. The community and the Baan TonTan Women’s Weaving Group participated
in formulating the design concept, prototyping process, and training of design skills,
which result in aesthetic patterns, artistic colour schemes, and artful decoration for a
fine finish. The outcomes of the operation are prototypes of packaging and products
that convey the identity of Saraburi’s Tai-Yuan community to the public. To illustrate,
there are four packaging prototypes of Tai-yuan traditional woven fabrics, and two
categories of contemporary product prototypes: 1) Lady purses containing seven designs,
and 2) Souvenirs for home decoration containing three products. Consequently, the
project has added value to the local woven fabrics and raised 50% of the original price

as well as generated jobs and income in the community.

Area Based Development Research Journal Vol. 13 No. 5 pp. 343-356
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