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Extended Abstract (1/2)

Sichang Island, located in Koh Sichang District, Chonburi Province, Thailand, is home to
Phra Chudadhuj Palace and Asdangkawan Park, both of which were established during the reign
of King Rama V. The palace and park contain a significant number of historic trees, many of which
date back to the period of royal occupancy. These trees, as part of the island’s cultural and natural
heritage, hold immense historical and ecological value. However, due to insufficient maintenance
and limited local awareness of their significance, these trees face degradation and the risk of
being lost over time. This study explores the role of historic trees in fostering cultural heritage
tourism on Sichang Island and examines strategies for their conservation, management, and
integration into sustainable tourism initiatives.

A participatory research approach was employed, incorporating community involvement
in the identification, evaluation, and promotion of the island’s historic trees. This included collaboration
with local schools, community members, and cultural entrepreneurs to assess perceptions of these
trees’ value and their potential as tourism assets. The research process was structured into several
key phases:

1. Survey and assessment of historic trees:

A comprehensive survey was conducted to document the current condition of historic
trees in Phra Chudadhuj Palace and Asdangkawan Park. This included identifying species,
assessing health status, and tracing historical changes in tree populations.

2. Integration into art education:

Secondary school students at Koh Sichang School participated in art classes integrating
the concepts of natural and cultural capital. The program culminated in a public exhibition
showcasing students’ artistic interpretations of historic trees and their significance.

3. Community engagement and focus group discussions:

Local cultural entrepreneurs and community members participated in focus groups to
discuss natural and cultural heritage assets. These discussions helped gauge public awareness of
Phra Chudadhuj Palace the value of historic trees and their potential role in sustainable tourism.

Asdangkawan 4. Public Exhibition on Historic Trees and Medicinal Plants:

A public exhibition was organized to highlight the historic trees of Phra Chudadhuj
Palace and Asdangkawan Park, alongside an exhibit featuring local medicinal plants. This initiative
aimed to educate visitors on the historical and ecological significance of the trees while promoting
traditional botanical knowledge.
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5. Development of a cultural heritage map:
A cultural map of Sichang Island was created, identifying key tourist attractions,
- including locations of significant historic trees. The map serves as a valuable resource for
tourists and local stakeholders interested in exploring the island’s cultural heritage.
6. Establishment of the 'See Sichang' cultural heritage tourism route:
A thematic tourism route was developed, incorporating historic trees as focal
points. Pilot tours were conducted to assess the route’s viability and appeal to quality
tourists seeking cultural and ecological experiences.

7. Interpretive signage for historic trees:

Informational signage was designed and installed at key locations, providing historical background and scientific details about
prominent historic trees. This effort enhances visitor engagement and promotes educational tourism.

8. Compilation of historical and educational materials:

Historical data on Phra Chudadhuj Palace, Asdangkawan Park, and their historic trees were compiled into a teaching manual and an
e-book. These resources support local education initiatives and contribute to broader public awareness of the island’s heritage.

9. Promotion and dissemination of cultural heritage information:

The project involved the dissemination of information about the historic trees and cultural heritage of Sichang Island to tourists and
the wider public. Outreach efforts included digital platforms, local exhibitions, and community workshops to increase visibility and appreciation
of the island’s unique heritage.

The study’s preliminary findings indicate that the proposed cultural heritage route holds strong potential as a tourist attraction. Phra
Chudadhuj Palace, with its rich historical significance, demonstrates high tourism potential, while Asdangkawan Park and its historic trees
offer a moderately attractive yet promising addition to the tourism experience. These findings suggest opportunities for further development,
particularly in enhancing the cultural value of Asdangkawan Park and leveraging its historic trees as a central feature in the tourism framework.

To ensure the long-term success of this initiative, a collaborative management model involving local stakeholders, cultural
entrepreneurs, and tourism professionals is recommended. Strengthening local engagement in conservation efforts can foster a sense of
ownership and pride in the island’s cultural heritage, ensuring that historic trees are preserved as living monuments to the past. This approach
aligns with sustainable tourism principles and contributes to the broader objectives of cultural heritage preservation and economic development
on Sichang Island.

The theoretical foundation of this study integrates community-based analysis and social network theory, emphasizing the role of
local engagement in cultural heritage conservation. The research draws on concepts such as community identity formation, social cohesion, and
collaborative governance, recognizing the interconnected relationships among community members, local authorities, and tourism stakeholders.
By fostering community participation in cultural heritage management, this study demonstrates the potential of historic trees as more than
ecological assets; they serve as cultural symbols that connect the past with the present, offering meaningful experiences for residents and
visitors alike.

This research contributes to the growing body of literature on cultural heritage tourism and highlights the importance of participatory
approaches in heritage conservation. The findings underscore the need for interdisciplinary collaboration, combining historical research,
environmental conservation, and tourism management to create a holistic strategy for sustaining cultural landscapes. Future research could
explore the economic impact of heritage tourism on local communities and investigate additional measures to enhance visitor engagement with
historic sites.

In conclusion, the preservation and promotion of historic trees on Sichang Island represent a valuable opportunity to strengthen
cultural heritage tourism while fostering environmental awareness and local community involvement. By leveraging the island’s rich historical
legacy and natural assets, this initiative paves the way for a sustainable tourism model that honors the past while embracing the future.
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Figure 1 Map of Phra Chudadhuj Palace and Asdangkawan Park in the past
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Ratchakosa pavilion, (c) Phra Pakdee Chinese pavilion, and (d) The expected location of the Wana gate or the current

Asdangkawan gate on Saowapha road

Il waztasavgniiil Tneinosinisuianan Ussnaudos
818 ANAUA ANRIATY Nl sEIRmERT LA TmMUETTN
AIHINATNITHENR AINENYTDIDmM SN By luanIn
wandeniilaniein iy agnansuFinns agiussdlarnaudidy
A dwduiulivssiRmansiidaminnd iudugronsiu
Arayanimitskul & Povatong (2008) &1999ATARHINLAZLINTN
ndnsiudugnensdu wasliieyadntstunnsusaiin
Wi LANIRUNAFN LEUNUAUENA9RNAY AN RianTe
Yuafisg wazAanEndty

Tt .. 2548-2551 g i tuaiisnnadi 5 aisnen
wiaidiu 3 ngamdn THun 1) wwanszemgrasg FUlS
ANNANATHNN BVNA 6 518075 2) LAdEgaAY T THE
NITTINIUIN TTMHA 6 T18N1T Az 3) FulEAGANgI
dnfleginrauntaneainedugnensii fiosn 5 918019
é'f\'imiwﬁ 1 (Table 1) (Arayanimitskul, 2005a; Arayanimitskul,
2005b; Arayanimitskul & Povatong, 2008)

Uazgnsrunzdialifinissannguinegeiniay
fifteaniasannguendn v nguanfifanuanlafiansos
VNBENNTINAUDLINAIN T 11U NFNTOUINTENBUAL NGN

SOUSNNTRBILAT NENUFTHIRNTIH N geT ngugdns
FHFUNIEUTNINIBUNIASTIY LAY AENN9TIHNGN
Wefinnsdnsmanine Wiy snanzAFefians s
waramgrIrgnazdiu sy RmansTunszanagiudn
pgR uardaniieadeulsAy fuliszifmanstudugns
pzdu nadenlsendvgueuiudugeasuies Ssaanns
AnwInudr AnaAeTmusTINessiuldlssiRaanis
unumadrAntunis ieEnaandenleeszndvyana
ST UWazUsvARANaRS Uin et al., 2020)

A52UIRNTSA 1F KNSR RBULU RS
u,m:m‘sﬂﬂu%’ummqu%mﬂmmﬂ

NNSANMIYUNIBITHERUAL N TmNEITH 1F
naruannIanIasfidausoneasnguifidaulddauds Hun
Usneejrnatiin $19iHe nguEUTTNeUN TN ImNeIIN uaY

! o/ a = =54 o/ o & ! A o/ v
ngrinGeulssBamngdd Suasihandenissanieinadng
AANTNTIBITNUUF I UNFITHENRUALY U N TUUT TN

7t 17 atiuft 1 unsrAx - Sunan 2568

= e d‘ as ¥ P
.‘ 1515 ITUND TSN MU ITINUA




’ Area Based Development Research Journal

Table 1 Historical trees surveyed between 2005-2008
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Table 2 Historical trees surveyed between 2023-2024
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Figure 4 Map of historical trees in Phra Chudadhuj Palace surveyed in 2005 and 2023
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Figure 5 Historical trees in Asdangkawan Park; (a) Prawich Spotted fig, (b) Busaban tamarind, (c) Ratchasewok tamarind, (d)

Luangsorn paired tamarinds (e) Rom Mamuang Puang Sroi, and (f) Somawadee mango
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Figure 6 Map showing the presence of historical trees in Asdangkawan Park in 2008 and 2023
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Figure 8 Flame Trees outside the palace grounds (a) a Flame tree by the seaside and (b) Flame trees on the mountain
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Figure 9 Artwork by students of Koh Sichang school
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Figure 10 Historic and historical trees exhibition (a) Exhibition of trees in Phra Chudadhuj Palace and (b) Exhibition of trees in

Asdangkawan Park

= e A as ¥ P
.‘ 1515 ITUND TSN MU ITINUA

@ A

15 17 atfudt 1 unsan - Sunan 2568




> Area Based Development Research Journal

=
i -
T T T oINS

WANURAWAT

uuuvmuwmmuﬁewm'\"ﬁm

mamwamlwm

mmmm (muu)

FquIﬂTi‘l?ElUi‘ﬁuﬂﬂ"l‘i‘ﬁﬁl']ﬂ 1a

i TiaiiFudn

TrdugaAtLng

i %
Sazzannu P 5" ’ \
T
WAL
ety
Az UnWiEUFauWaLY
@ vosuliludugnens Tugile
nziEwnn 2 Fumgzeramiunuluades. 5
UTANYSIUEIN I ! ] wliaws @ ot lunzdta
mmm‘m e NIETANTNN S
s L7 @ anuiiviaasisnluinzads
- o D‘
2.0k aFa—: I £ Crole BCE a‘f% doyaila 31 unsipu 2567

Figure 11 Cultural map showing tourist attractions and historical tree locations in Asdangkawan Park
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Figure 12 QR code for cultural map information in six categories; (a) Thai, (b) English, (c) QR code signs provided for Skylab

entrepreneurs, and (d) Tour trip signs and QR codes provided for Songthaew entrepreneurs
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Prawich Spotted Fig
Prawich Spotted Fig stands near Nararatanskam. Assumed originally local tree on the island with the feature of two trees
crossad over became the gate. In 1891 King Chulalongkom granted this Spotted Fig tree with the name, Prawich, after the official
titke of Mom Chao Pravich Chumsai, Master of the Household, In His Royal Highness Prince Hrom Kunrajashavikrom.
At present the trees are 15.00 m. in haight, 9.90 m. in circumference each.
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Figure 13 Designs for the installation of tree signage; (a) Historic tree sign of Prawich Spotted Fig, (b) An example sign for

medicinal plants on the island, (c) An example of hanging tree signage, and (d) An example of floor-standing tree signage

Figure 14 A teaching manual on Sichang Island history and young tour guide training; (a) A teaching manual on “Sichang Island,

Asdangkawan Park, and Phra Chudadhuj Palace in Historical Documents”, and (b) Training young tour guides at Prawich Spotted

fig tree
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