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Abstract

People in Naratkwai sub—-district, Muang district, Nakhonphanom province has been suffering from increasing
amounts of wastes which lead to unpleasent smell, waste water and environmental problems. These problems
led to public complaints. Hence, the aim of this study was to investigate the participation in waste management
process in the initial stage for reducing wastes in Naratkwai by planning as a guided cooperative learning
process and cooperative of inquiry, observation, brainstorming, discussion and presentation. The result showed
that before the project execution, the wastes of Naratkwai was approximately 3.5 ton/day which were eliminated
by the landfill. Currently overflowing waste bins and landfill affected the community members. For this reason,
people started to realize the problem situation and attempted to find the solution together. The suitable solution
for this community under the budget and time limitation was the establishment of the waste bank, which encouraged
community members to pay more attention to the classification of the waste at the initial stage. The practice
result showed that from the establishment of the waste bank in Naratkwai moo.11, the community members
cooperated very well. At the beginning, the number of people who were interested and joined as a member
was as high as 190 persons. People together managed the waste bank. Most people kept their wastes to
sell at the waste bank instead of selling to the freight bicycle because the waste bank offered extra welfare
such as annual dividend, the cremation and loan payments. Besides, the bank always exhibited the updated
waste price list. These conducts built the public confidence could explicitly reduce the amount of waste. After
2 months, the amount of the waste was reduced by 7,640 kg. This can prolong the life of the landfill and

efficiently reduce the waste problem from the initial stage.

Keywords: Nakhonphanom province, Naratkwai sub-district, Waste management, Waste bank, Public participation
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