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The objectives of this research are 1) to study, gather, analyze, and process contextual information regarding
the community in the Samluan sub-district, Pra Nakhon Sri Ayutthaya province for the area based research method
and practical performance evaluation, 2) to study the potential of sub-district as a destination for ecotourism,
3) to participate in suggestion of activities and routes for ecotourism projects and 4) to present the planning
of the community’s participation in the development of appropriate ecotourism options for potential visitors to
the Pra Nakhon Sri Ayutthaya province. This project employed quantitative research, quality research, and
participatory action research (PAR). Concepts and principles of ecotourism and innovative, creative tourism
activities were combined. A case study was conducted using a sample group of local historians, community
leaders, farmers, occupation groups, community residents, concerned individuals from neighboring communities,
local government officials, private sector representatives, and 200 visitors to the mushroom festival organized
by the community. The information was analyzed in term of mean and standard deviation using a statistics program.
The results indicated that Samluan’s potential as a destination for ecotourism rated at 9 out of a possible 13 score.
Routes and activities for ecotourism projects suggested by the community participation was visited by
the researchers in order to assess whether the tourism management and collaboration with members of
the Samluan community were fulfilled. After these processes, a 7 kilometer tourism route was selected
for ecosystems observation and implemented in the community’s sixth mushroom festival. Finally, the planning
of the community’s participation in the development of appropriate ecotourism options for potential visitors
to the Pra Nakhon Sri Ayutthaya province was presented in 3 stages; a short-term stage (less than 1 year),

a medium-term stage (1-5 years), amd a long-term stage (over 5 years.)

Keywords: Pra Nakhon Sri Ayutthaya province, Samruan community, Ecotourism, Participatory, Development planning
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