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Urbanization in the Communities Surrounding
the University of Phayao: The Case of
Maeka Sub-district, Phayao Province
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This article presents findings from the study on Maeka urbanization which is a result of the establishment
of the University of Phayao in Maeka sub-district, Phayao province. The research employs the qualitative
methodology. The urbanization in Maeka has started in B.E. 2540s and the development could be analyzed into
4 periods including; 1) Maeka before Thailand’s political regime shift, 2) Maeka under Chiang Rai administration,
3) the self-governed Maeka in Phayao and 4) the urbanized Maeka. Upon the urbanization, Maeka have been
changed in 5 dimensions: population and culture, politics and administration, economic activities, infrastructure and
environment, and university town. Also, this urbanization leads to 24 social impacts. Regarding severity/intensity,
the diversity of occupational opportunities has the most intense positive impact while the waste problem causes
the most severe negative impact. Lastly, this research provides policy recommendations for the development
of Maeka towards urbanized university town. It also leads to a draft of the Area-based collaboration (ABC)
research development plan.

Keywords: Phayao province, Maeka sub-district, Urbanization, Social impact assessment, Area-based

collaborative research
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