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Contribution of Universal Health Coverage
to Thailand 4.0
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Thailand 4.0 is a new development model for the country introduced by the General Prayut Chan-o-cha’s
government. Under this concept, the present-day Thailand is called Thailand 3.0, characterized by heavy
industry and export-oriented economy. Unfortunately, Thailand 3.0 has been caught in three traps, namely
middle income trap, inequality trap, and imbalance trap. To escape from these traps, the most tangible proposal
so far is that Thailand 4.0 will be led by five industrial clusters based on innovation and service sector. In addition
to promote these industrial clusters, this article showed that an investment in health human capital is another key
investment for government to achieve Thailand 4.0. Several studies demonstrate a positive association between
health human capital and the national income level. Moreover, the investment in health human capital evidently
reduces inequalities. Therefore, the health human capital investment can help the country escape both middle
income trap and inequality trap. The Universal Health Coverage (UHC) policy is arguably the most crucial way for
government to invest in health human capital. UHC is endorsed and promoted by the World Health Organization
(WHO), the World Bank, and the United Nations (UN). Achieving UHC is Target 3.8 of the UN Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). Although Thailand has implemented UHC since 2002, the current government, the one which proposes
the Thailand 4.0 model, seems to regard UHC as the fiscal burden rather than a key investment to achieve
Thailand 4.0. This article proposed further that, to accelerate the escape from the inequality trap, the government
should support the decentralization of UHC through two existing mechanisms, i.e., district health system and

community health fund.

Keywords: Thailand 4.0, Human capital, Health, Universal health coverage, Public policy

Area Based Development Research Journal Vol. 9 No. 2 pp. 74-80




ABC JOURNAL

aw A Y & 4
qqﬁﬂ’]iQQﬂlWﬂﬂqiwG}qul‘%\iwuw

== % 9 aUU# 2 Au1AN-LNEIEY 2560

uriAaUszina vy 4.0

unaAn Uszmave 4.0 (Thailand 4.0) Wuunannenng
Wasnlsemanisguia wa.e.dazens dundlem viunli
Tne@EnmsunsunAngasisomibaasans® wa. 2558
wwafie dazmelng 4.0 fqmsjmsnsmdnifie isunelne
finafin 3 fudn Ae dusnaalfuiunans (Middie income
trap) AUFNAMNINWINTAYN (Inequality trap) wazdusn
ﬂ’)ﬂufaiﬂm@ﬂ“ﬂmmiﬁ%uﬁ (Imbalance trap) (NFeNI9
HRFINNTIN, 2559; AINTBINTT AUNIUIALNENISEAN
Huvuanegs, 2559) AaBUenaNIeYes Yssmang 4.0
TEAn19genlesunanieniswmundssinaine g e
M it

Uszmavg 1.0 WinA1ANEATNTTH

Uszwaing 2.0 WiugaaImnIsniun WAV ALY
193N

UszmAlne 3.0 iiugpamnassmin naniiedonn

UszmAng 4.0 9:uuTnNTTy Lazn1ALENIT

FwiEy Usznalne 4.0 Squnadmsauuanieiidn
qUsIn {9 Usanalngasfl 5 ngugaamnassimang
iuginglss fe (1) ngue s inees uazmaluladfanamw
(2) NENEE1IEY FuA wazmalulagnientsunned
(3) napraesile guUnT0iEaRBuz iueus LararUUAEaNg
Altszuvdidnnaaindaiunn (4) nguAavia malulad
BumafifieflGonsouaiofugunaniine tygyniaziug
uazmalulaBanpinaiadia (5) nguaAINNITHAZEIIA
Fus99n LATUANSARYAANGY HanaNnguenaInnTsy
#n9diu S9in19naTen1IRI9ANEERINIIN UATAINH
dudnssiofuandon uwifdslilFduumienidugussan
wflaududoiaue Basngugaamnaandnsdiu (nazmang
HRFNNTIN, 2559)

daunalBidn AeFunauwimmemaimmlsameiugas
ey dazmalne 4.0 vasdgunasiu wiuluiinns
s Uszmametudspmnarsygiadunan sl i
aptnefaudyEydsaniidsadiosdu dudnanaliyindos
uazunAnNBiggaTaInIaREM Aol Whsnendn
209 YszwmAny 4.0 audunisimwidssmallgnisds
Uszwpae g daunisfinadimanullminfiesuazanns

Taizwqmmmﬁﬁwm"fuumﬁmﬂﬁmwﬁm 4.0 1hs vinaz
TrsuAnENaNIa NI ARanTRRWNTEaEn (Sustainable
development goals [SDGs]) 28982 B19H ‘ﬁﬁﬁ‘v]u(ﬂ
Whenenan Bviaae 17 Whasne e UssmeannEn
mifqmﬂsﬁuﬁ W.A. 2573 iienasnansizenloesyndng
e NSRS BT UL semnA g 4.0 Wodn
WmnensREnseEuUsenaudag WhmKneiifoadies
fuRFneReAn 9 Whmnng AAvnduandan 5 Wi
warRAnaAsEgaies 2 wWvane (Economic & Counci,

v
o o o o

2016) ﬂ\‘muﬂ‘l_lﬂﬂ‘ﬁ’]ﬂ\fﬁﬁquﬂ@’]\mﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁimﬂT‘V]El 4.0 q=f

ArftadastuRANIeAEEgAe TN En TR
Fef amsuTFnAMHAABNAaTImnANgY 4.0 qxfl
AR DI TURRIN T AN TBT NN NS RN T E
uazAudn A TaNnaaIn TR RNAzfinmAad ey
ARVIRIANLAY IR A NN a N TR E

L L [ > (%4 L
A15HNINUAUANSY FUIRARTS
WRZYIHNYY PAATEY ﬁqmmw

'Vi’]ﬂ‘ﬁ"?’?‘ém’?Lﬁ’ﬁﬂﬂ’mﬁﬁﬂ“ﬂ@ﬂﬁﬁ%mﬂfﬂﬂ 4.0 flm e

% @

finaiuiuansre ifumnaslUdndsamasalfige anu

° A

AnfignsessIAnslan UssmasneFige nanetle Uszme

aa

Afgs FnaaganU sz Bifealsyenng (Gross national
income [GNI] per capita) WINALWEANINNGT 12,476 ABAATS
AN (aj@m'ﬂsfuﬂ W.61. 2558) (The World Bank, 2017b) T3
T w.p. 2558 Uszmenaiisns (Fnoasanszenanfisiea
U3v11n3 8¢l 5,720 ABAR15aN53 (The World Bank, 20170)
Uszmamedsaiudesiinga fuszaenfanniwinea
Aeazfinoiuiusnee Fumnaegnisdulssmesns (e
42, Y A&
m‘mmum@memumﬂfmﬁﬁxmmmw QLN
I T - ’s .
ftiadndAnyfign fe m‘mmusfunuméw (Human capital)
(Krugman & Wells, 2012; Schultz, 1961) V;umé‘iﬂﬁmml,ﬁd@@ﬂ
T5du 2 AfRd Aty fie nsinen wazgunIw Seunaaad
S o/ 4 dl a o o/ Aan
mmqﬁﬁ:mﬂmeﬁmﬁmwmmymmuwwﬂummq
FUNINFDAITAUIU TN ARIHUNIN Uszwene 4.0
dmsulugausnassn1sAinenarasuuyedsanis
Wi dulavnaesegie dndsnisinezsasinluiisouls
nafRnEAedae19fiea (Bloom et al., 2001; Knowles &
Owen, 1995) uazauAdeaaulnafinuAuANRUS Bauan
sendNTEAUNITAnEIeesU s rLaznisesayiulanig



ABC JOURNAL

aw A Y & 4
qqﬁﬂquQﬂlWﬂﬂqiwG}qul‘%\iwu‘w ===

== % 9 aUU# 2 Au1AN-LNEIEY 2560

wisugfiqeasazive (Barro, 1998; Cohen & Soto, 2007)
Fnsulugamas Wndrinis i i aaud Ay fudaud sy

o 1

ARgunweeanEdaan1sesyfiulaniaasygisues
Uszinesnniy Tnefiadunuisludmguiuazainnis
Anitayadalasrdnfiinanls fil

Howitt (2005) Tﬁﬂizﬂqﬂmﬁfﬁwqwﬁ Schumpeterian
growth theory H1BBUNENAIBIFINTNTEALLTEAINABNANT
wanyiRuTavmarsgiialuszezenn TiliaAumudn quaniia
dawauandenisiasniulaniaasegialuszezentres
Ustngrnu 6 1een1e Al inUszananamtuniandn
(Productive efficiency) ﬂ’l’iLﬁN{‘ﬁ?}u“ﬂmmﬂjﬁ’ﬂ (Life expectancy)
LﬁNﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁWTuﬂﬂﬁL%ﬂuﬁ (Learning capacity) nA9LAinEmM
YBIAHANEENIETIA (Creativity) sinmztun19U5 U5
A4 (Coping skill) wazn19anAN M YInTeamene T4
(Inequality) aziiulidnnisimamnuRfgun sy uryeed
wsnanaziinadsuansenisesaivlamioesegia @
gaaliUszmefinaiuiusinsa Flwnatuda deaunse
anmliyies Seazanunandes Wilszmeatinatiududn
ANV TERaEum Yssnalne 4.0 Bndiag

upnaInAesuIBmquidnedn ffenadenls
Ty a3l nY AT ARUAIHTNRNT IBIUINTENT N
guamasslszeinssanisesgiiulaniamsegises
Uszme 91398989 Knowles uaz Owen (1995) T¥anede
rastsznadudaudsfimuguan wuauaNRWE Beuan
Az ddnysendnengdasdesaliUszangnfidosia
U520 WALTEAIIBIANEILETIGINdINATEFauLS
nnsfinusiesefUssnefidedn (Knowles & Owen,
1995) upnaniisfisnAdeitigndayamnatngjan 43
YTEmMANTALATILAAHANRUE SE I e uaY T AL
sneilszmnd leetiiayane 21 Usemeennvduueninn
WAy 22 ﬂﬁ:mmﬂﬂﬂ@jummﬂ Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) WANT19A9UNLAITH
FNAUBIBIVINTENTINFUUT U T ATUFIANUAT LA
srelazrndderilsznnns wenandudodunuaim
FiFIBeuanTzniesTAUNIsaw R uELEIHgann
waszAUae U svrnenRsiaialssnng uaslasanmni s
dmannaiisaureselilsz e freialstang Sesay
22 wevtszmAlwAuanEnn uazieeas 30 valszmel
Tungn OECD iuwannannyuameddmigaan (Gyimah-
Brempong & Wilson, 2004)

o A

IMNATHAAUNU AN ANANTIZILINTENTNTEAL
FUNNUATITAURART T NaaTaNne TSz ImMe (Gross
domestic product [GDP]) uasUsednin1san N9iiuees
angdpusvannstu 1 T Snalissiundndneinaasonis
£ = aov & LY ! 4
Tuile 4% wan1sATefuansFifiudinisamuluuamged
¥ @ Adld v = v ! o/
Fugnmidunisasiifua ineeianndudn i
(Bloom et al., 2001) uazeATaTiefuNNaIBY NI
ARguaw seusyediuRnisAne Trenudndnsinisang
fianasrasUsznssnailsyansiszsiunnsAnuniige
HONAINHEINUNADBI UNHEEAUFIANADNITNNT U D
msvdlan @adunilstuiladentdmmuinseiundnsioeg
naasannelulszng) dnddelfiedusnedn nsanasaes
fnsnnsmevininsaauinunsAne [FSunaneuund

@ '

o8 (AuAnanni) WesanndazsnenEsunanaumian
msaan (nsfinen) tuszezinanfienauniu (3nnengde
ﬁl,ﬁlu"’ﬁ?u) (Kalemli-Ozcan et al., 2000)

nanguBelsrdinddmsunalunisanaannls
winflenessnisanuluuayedimugunn $doyasnn
Uszmatneiasid3euifieudusn Concentration index &
Husaddnseiuaauinden dewuasndonisiuleuie
wanUsziuguandauniionugn iaasminfiesiunis
dnFuuananegunEanaw ndsaniiniatiulauneis
U313 Unenen ugudunIsaNs15MguaEsusua 81ne
wazdendn waruinisfuasluszdulsmenuiadandn
(Limwattananon et al., 2011)

annanunauITIningand1ediu Wieagudn ns
isdaspsyEiganmassauInsianisesaiiuls
yasegialagnss uazdidenalinaznsnsaeuiuis
miﬁﬂm&i@miw%iylﬁu‘[mmaLﬂwgﬁ@qﬁué’mﬂ Tanivis
ABBUNEITmg LT wasinanguBelsrdnEaiuayna o
s wpnaaniinsaeuluysedAugaandadunts
asyuiifianaduenludaes esenuszaiidganim
Aufazifinazdunannmmnaasegia vinliazdusa (@
Uszgnmnfigedn Resnaiuenl¥drenisqanimiiasl
Tunawusn uaznisawmbamudfinuganndedwauan
AipyyEd IufunnaAnen uazaann v udons
Founsaeuile finssiuguaineesdszanen Jaiu
fagnallssmalnefinatiuednetian 2 910 3 fudnas
waedszwalne 4.0 28953014 A fudneane Fdaunans
waziudnAYINiEviTew



ABC JOURNAL

aw A Y & 4
qqﬁﬂquQﬂlWﬂﬂqiwG}qul%\iwuw

== % 9 aUU# 2 Au1AN-LNEIEY 2560

uTﬂmﬂwﬁ'ﬂﬁszﬁ’qumwi"iquviﬁ']

ianannfenaasplpssidngaamlaeemns
1990A5g JULLLANTRIUFIgEn I (A5 Un1950999
uaznansulagasAnsawsielan swinnslan uazesdnng
avlszrnn® e wlaunenanussingunndound wie
Universal Health Coverage (The World Bank, 2016; World
Health Organization, 2016) n1adnAunaRfwTlgUgss
A n1sussquleuiendndssiuganandountinacly
wimsnensmunidsiu Tnanisbissmeasineg fulsung
wanuszinguandauntianietnd we. 2573 uazgn
Amiugndindost 3.8 reatfmunaniaRamfidEn
(Economic & Council, 2016)

dmsulszmalng [Ffnsanfiuulaunandnisz i
gunmdnwmidnfunadSaludadudl wa 2545 @9
Tuuddl Badndazmamadulssmafidanndaandionnn
ifiosannTugasdiurasnistulouiendnyszuganan
i Usznainssnadhnlszmema Blunansszisi
(Tangcharoensathien et al., 2010; Tangcharoensathien et al.,
2007) wazdszmAaamsaussguimenisiulung
nandsringanndanundnnaniianazmmfAazimun

[
a o/ A

whnsnsnnaiemideduduamansiidededumilsin
Fununrostssmaniasbifnloonei Tnewnnizdazneis
s lFszauUmnansifidusdnef

agn9(5A7 widr3gunatiaqinulfiguumne dszmalng
4.0 fiuunamemanunsimmnyseme usyunessiants
AV NH NN IATIUNGN A1819049T FEAN uAY
walulaniesnisunnd Tudneosngugaaivnass e
faennsasromaluladinunisumduazqenin enis
Ananeyinsna ifidnseme usdmsuulounandnisziv
quadauntin dadunisasubepsueduafgunin
squnandumsadleineibuiiifniszanissanm @indn
Hfocus LaNZANTELLGENIW, 2558; SqUnalne, 2558) @9
anafimnlFidn Frimmanlauneniasgdslinsnunsel
TrAntefananasnisaeuluyuned uiiguamsdonns
\adessziUTeliszrng deioidumanandnaes
FqunamsuuansUszmeaing 4.0 uasnlaunenanssii
quamdaiunlounsfidasantesiteansmonu e
amnsdnuganinuazanelfansszeen (Howit, 2005;
World Health Organization, 2016) Fafwdnuhasnenanes
Usznalng 4.0 8ndag

szuuqmquu%umﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂmﬂ
wﬁ'ﬂﬂszﬁ’uqﬂmwﬁfmwﬁﬁ

qm‘m”mf: panAisfiadangnstIINKAuAnNAIH
Tl wi’]LﬁmmuuTﬂmwﬁﬂﬂizﬁ’uqﬂmw5qmﬁf1 uanuwitle
mﬂmﬁﬁizuumﬁﬂﬂizﬁuq**umwf”]WﬁﬁﬂTiﬁﬁﬁUﬁiWﬂ
LAY NMIRTEULFUNINGHTULATNA(NNNTNTEA18EIUNT
UAmsnnandntsziuganinasgiiastin unalniiddny
fasfnansIsesnisananbivinfen budiuguamn

dmduaammnisalifuulsuiatuifaqiu nsensas
assnugadeiodiugsnmmensunmduasansisoig
sretnaifigaldsinulanigsruuguamdunesntéam
(NTLNTWAIBITUGY, 2557) N9FUaINnantsziu
gunwviend (e Tidndanasumandszdugunm
sruTasfunEaiuia L w.e. 2545 Fapannsanile
PDINTENTWET1TIUFY LALNTNAUFINNITUNATDIVID
fin N9TNIWHIIAINY (@nunanUasiugunInum
$F, 2557) Baria 2 wlpuneaena BiAnn1snszanesne
?JEGHTE‘I_I”IEWI’NQ?IJ']"IWN\?f{jﬁﬂdﬁu

pen9 0587 Haannsriimlaune TugaeTiiaumngs
wutleydn ssdnsunasasdauinstiudenaaanadnlaly
msdnlassnnsinugun e i lAnadnsAugunmegng
I EEN! mmLﬂ%ﬂqﬁﬂfuﬂqiu’%ﬁqﬁﬁmm‘sﬂ@mumﬁﬂﬁﬁxﬁu
qmmmzﬁ’uﬁmﬁuﬁ%ﬂﬁuﬁ PapAesef ARSI
WA UASTTYMINNFEINNI9TERTE (@13Ineunant ez
FUNTWUINER, 2557)

ﬁdﬁ?ulﬁﬂLﬁNﬁﬁ‘i’]L‘fﬂfﬂ@ﬂ’]‘iﬁ’]’]ﬁuﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂ'}’mﬁiL‘VI"I
T Sunadennssaauna nfifogudani 2 Wlauned Tae
maaBnaEednenmTETuusiasiasin e lranietu
STUUANE1I0IGY BednTUnAsassaiiestin uazlszanay
Tt Tumiq]Lm‘sxuuqﬂmw"fuﬁuﬁﬁmmu

uwaiﬂ

AR ARHUWIMNIU SR g 4.0 5594 wiidn
Fquaarnanativ NMafinaRiuiudn 3 fm (snalfuaunans
AT uazAH HANAAYBINITWMMWY) s g
UFIR SgunalfiausuuoniaudiiomniiiugUessndmsy
AsfinaintuRnane TE At Tmﬂmiﬁmmmju
qmmmﬁﬁwﬁﬂ 5 ﬂ@ju ?Iﬂdﬂ‘ixl,ﬂﬂ?l&ﬂqﬂﬂ‘ixmﬂfﬂﬂ 4.0



ABC JOURNAL

aw A (v g 4
IM5HISAFLLNBNTSNHRNAINRA ===

== % 9 aUU# 2 Au1AN-LNEIEY 2560

unAaA RE DUt ad dyresniTasyuln
s uRfguain Geaguenmiasinnisasulungs
anamnasy laed ifudaemdngmadelszdnduazinamig
UfiRwespadnssziuumunnfidn naaaubuymsssdum
lanemdnuaziuganidudnuisiiadudAoyfiazdon T

n13nszangsIune iusruunanlsriuguaniauslaune
firifinnns Wudo iUz ansnmiaam
gavined s luuedrinmlsunanansziu
guaniauntinliaasargnuaadunissdimueudszann
~ 1 = o/ o/
Weaudsaiiien snzluszezens wlenendnussiugenm

Usanamainaiiuiusn 2 3 o fe dudnasFumnas gt Whuleunefifiaauduantuiaws uazazifiuiade

wazfudnavnliwinden aanuwedszmalne 4.0 ddgTunswasuudasssmalnedinguszmatng 4.0
uaziiaidunisifindnsngsresnisfafuandudin  aenelaAsuazdadin

| | Py v & o & o ] a
ﬂ']’]NTN W]"ILVH’-JNT‘iﬂL‘JfJEI\‘i"H% iﬁU’]@ﬁQ‘iﬂ\‘iLﬂ‘jNﬂ@Tﬂ

UFTRIUNTH

NIENTWFIBITNGY. 2557. ﬂﬁsfl’uLﬂﬁauisuquﬂ’ww:ﬁ’uﬁ’nﬂa (s82.) Rvulszwnaine.

NITNTNYAMNTIH. 2559. YNSAINASAISNMUIGANINNSTH (e 4.0 5281z 20 T (W.A. 2560 - 2579).

Fqunalng. 2558, a1sEunA Useinalne : walenUszens 4unslazn wiensguuns naniusients “Auanugalianiy
AR, Lfllﬂffuﬁmﬁ(‘ﬁ 24 \H¥eU 2558. Retrieved from http://www.thaiembassy.org/islamabad/th/news/

A11In119 Hfocus 1W9zANsTULAEAIN. 2558, Famznanusziuganiwdaunddt 14 Tewll Gns dilznz ‘aansizi’.
910 https://www.hfocus.org/content/2015/05/9924.

FinUnanUsiugnIwuieEna. 2557. ﬁjﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁmuwﬁnﬂszﬁ'qumw?uszﬁ'uﬁmﬁuﬂ%aﬁuﬁ (RUULSULFS WA
o &), IMANTWEUAIUEUARLRLSA. NN,

A1InArn1e FmneaTIBNIsanIfuwnsEgs. 2559. Uszwmeing 4.0.

Barro, R. J. 1998. Human capital and growth in cross-country regressions. Paper presented at the Economic Growth-Literature
Surveys. Downloadable at http://hassler-j.iies.su.se/conferences/papers/barro. pdf (January 18, 2006).

Bloom, D. E. et al. 2001. The effect of health on economic growth: theory and evidence.

Cohen, D. & Soto, M. 2007. Growth and human capital: good data, good results. Journal of economic growth. 12(1); 51-76.

Economic, U. & Council, S. 2016. Report of the inter-agency and expert group on sustainable development goal indicators.

Gyimah-Brempong, K. & Wilson, M. 2004. Health human capital and economic growth in Sub-Saharan African and OECD
countries. The Quarterly Review of Economics and Finance. 44(2); 296-320.

Howitt, P. 2005. Health, human capital and economic growth: A schumpeterian perspective. Health and economic growth:
Findings and policy implications. 19-40.

Kalemli-Ozcan, S. et al. 2000. Mortality decline, human capital investment, and economic growth. Journal of development
economics. 62(1); 1-23.

Knowles, S. & Owen, P. D. 1995. Health capital and cross-country variation in income per capita in the Mankiw-Romer-
Weil model. Economics Letters. 48(1); 99-106.

Krugman, P. & Wells, R. 2012. Economics (3rd ed.). Worth Publishers.

Limwattananon, S. et al. 2011. The equity impact of Universal Coverage: health care finance, catastrophic health expenditure,
utilization and government subsidies in Thailand. Consortium for Research on Equitable Health Systems, Ministry of Public
Health, http://r4d. dfid. gov. uk/Output/188980.

Schultz, T. W. 1961. Investment in human capital. The American economic review. 1-17.

Tangcharoensathien, V. et al. 2007. Achieving universal coverage in Thailand: what lessons do we learn. Social Science

Research Network Working Paper.




ABC JOURNAL

[ k4 ] 1 1
215H15IUNDNTISNAURUTINUN  ===== TN 9 UL 2 AuI1AN-LNBIBU 2560

Tangcharoensathien, V. et al. 2010. Thailand health financing review 2010.

The World Bank. 2016. Universal Health Coverage: Overview. Retrieved from http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/universalhealth—
coverage/overview#1

The World Bank. 2017a. DataBank: Thailand. http://data.worldbank.org/country/thailand

The World Bank. 2017b. World Bank Country and Lending Groups. Retrieved from https://datahelpdesk.worldbank.org/knowl-
edgebase/articles/906519-world-bank-country-and-lending—groups

World Health Organization. 2016. Universal health coverage (UHC). Retrieved from http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/
fs395/en/




