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Invited Article

Area-Based Collaborative Research:

A Novel Strategy to Challenge a Research

Paradigm of Thailand

Kitti Satjawattana

Director of Area-Based Collaborative Research Unit, Thailand Research Fund,
Phyathai District, Bangkok 10400

Corresponding author’s E-mail: k_satjawattana@hotmail.com

Information and knowledge managements are the integral parts of the country development. Since
2006, Thailand Research Fund have nurtured the research strategy called Area-Based Collaborative Research
for Development (ABC Research) to fuel the local growth by information and knowledge from the research.
The conceptual framework is as follows. The functional unit is designated as the province and provincial
cluster in order to provide effective structures and mechanisms for the inclusive growth. Secondly, the
research problems must stem from the needs and opportunities in the provincial areas and clusters,
affecting a large number of local stakeholders. Finally, the process encourages the participation
of community networks and public sectors to initiate the mechanism for area-based development.
This new research strategy therefore requires a unique management which challenges a traditional research

paradigm. It also emphasizes on the research outcome that truly fulfil the balanced growth of the area.

Keywords: Area-based collaborative research, Thailand Research Fund, Participation process,

Community network, Provincial cluster
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