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Sustainable Management of Community Forest

as Material Site for Producing Isan Folk Music

Instruments: Case Study of Tha Ruea Village,
Tha Ruea Sub District, Na Wa District,
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 Abstract

Tha Ruea Village, Tha Ruea sub District, Na Wa District, Nakhon Phanom Province, was a well-known
community in the northeastern region as an important site of manufacturing Isan folk music instruments.
Nowadays, however, Tha Ruea Village encounters a crisis of wood materials for manufacturing Isan folk
music instruments because community forest as the main material site was becoming depleted. The
objectives of this research project are 1) to contemplate circumstance of problems toward community
forest management for manufacturing Isan folk music instruments. 2) to study and find out a sustainable
management approach of community forest as a material site for manufacturing Isan folk music instruments.
Participatory action research (PAR) was the heart of research process and research tools used in this research
were an in-depth interview, a focus group discussion and especially, the community forum organized
villagers and researchers for running a brainstorming. The research participants and representative
samples consisted of manufacturer and dealer group, local intellectual and expert group and community
leader group.

The findings showed that development and usage of Tha Ruea’s community forest could be divided
into two stages. In the first stage or the early Isan folk music instruments manufactures (1927-1956),
the major materials for manufacturing Isan folk music instruments were taken from the community forest
managed by using belief of guardian sprit and kinship system as the main supporting and controlling
mechanism. The second stage or the expansion of Isan folk music instruments manufactures (1957-2014)
revealed the rapid growth of Isan folk music instruments manufacture as the exported products. In this
period, the major materials for manufacturing Isan folk music instruments were taken from Lao People’s
Democratic Republic and its periphery. Community organizations were used as the main mechanism of
community forest management.

The approaches of sustainable management of community forest as material sites for manufacturing
Isan folk music instruments taken from this research were to find out techniques of material plant breeding
for increasing community forest area and reducing imported materials from outside community.
Ecotourism of community forest was also an alternative tool for supporting of learning process of local
plants as well as empowering of villagers through consciousness-raising toward community forest.

Keywords: Community forestry management, Material site, Isan folk music instruments

Area Based Development Research Journal Vol. 8 No. 4 pp. 66-83
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