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The Participation of rice
farmer at Pakpanang Basin in
maintaining identity of native rice

Rungrawee Jitpakdee' and Sunsanee Wongsawat’

Pakpanang Basin areas is the land of plenty and bread basket
where has been civilized for more than hundred years. However, nowadays
rice farmers who plant native rice lacking of motivation to produce effec-
tively even though they know how to do it well. The reason is that the price
of native rice which is produced elegantly is not different from immigrated
rice which is planted generally. Therefore, this study will be the important
activities in reviving the way of life of local rice farmers and presenting the distinc-
tive identity of native rice. Consequently, native rice farmers will be proud in their
native rice and can transmit this cultivation to the next generations in Pakpanang
and the public.

This paper demonstrates the farmer’s calendar, the culture of native rice
farmers, and the dominant feature of native rice. Later, the researchers will create the
presentation in the form of cultural interpretation from the data collection. Participatory
Action Research is usedin this study. The interviewing and local participation workshop
were used to find the identity of native rice and to make the rice farmer’s calendar.
Four sub-districts are selected including Pakprek, Thapaya, Kanapnak, and Banperng
to be the sample areas of Pakpanong Basin and the key persons who have in-depth
knowledge in native rice in 4 sub-districts are selected by snowball method.

It found that the native rice of Pakpanang Basin has been inherited from
past until now. In this study, local community made referendum to select the type of
native rice as their own dominant native rice of the area. It shown that Luklai native rice
belonging to Pakprek sub-district, Yako native rice belonging to Thapaya sub-district,
Kabdam native rice belonging to Kanapnak sub-district, and Yumnoon native rice
belonging to Banperng sub-district. The native rice in each area has both difference
and similarity depending on the factors of geography, and the activities in consumption.
The common identity of the four native rice is planting under natural season. They can
be planted only one life in a year. They will be grown up by natural resources without
chemical fertilizer. They stand to pests. Using participatory action research method
resulted that local rice farmers decided to conserve the native rice and its culture in
particularly, the ceremony of worship the goddess of rice. Moreover, they committed
to pass their native rice culture to the new generations with the reason of sustaining

and maintaining their cultural heritage.
Keywords : Native rice, Rice farmer, Pakpanang Basin, Identity
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