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Models and Measures of Road
Safety Promotion : Case Study
of the Highway No 24

in Warin Chamrab District

of Ubon Ratchathnai Province

Abstract

This research is based on Mixed Methods of quality and quantity research, with emphasis
on Participatory Action Research (PAR). The main objective is to study the dangerous points on
Highway Number 24; the car/motorcycle driving behavior of students and local residents; the
students’ and local residents’ attitude toward road dangers; the factors affecting road safety culture
creation through public participation; to identify appropriate measures to promote road safety
culture through public participation. The area of study stretches from Charoensri Market Intersection
to Ubon Ratchathani University campus totally eight kilometers. Related agencies and organizations
are Mueangsrikhai Sub district Municipality, Saensuk Sub district Municipality, That Sub district
Administrative Organization, Warin Chamrab police, highway police, Highway Department, Ubon
Ratchathani University, Sirindhorn Public Health College, dormitories, Charoensri Market, shops
and rice mills. The main target groups are students and local residents of communities along the
Highway Number 24 in Warin Chamrab District of Ubon Ratchathani Province. The main research
methodology is an active workshop to promote mutual understanding of participants. Data collection
is conducted through public participation, interviews, and tape recording. There are also regular
meetings among research team members so as to identify concrete models and measures.

The results show that there are 8 dangerous spots: (1) in front of Charoensri Market
(double parking and parking disorder); (2) U-turn spot at Maikhang Village near Charoensri
Market (driving in the reversing direction); (3) U-turn spot in front of Laemthong Rice Mill (no
warning sign of trucks getting in and out), (4) Nongko U-turn spot in front of the Rice Mill
(main cause of car accidents at this sport is narrow road and there is no space for a car to
reduce its speed before making U-turn and being hit by a following car); (5) sharp curve at
Buawat Village (speedy traffic but no warning signboard), (6) U-turn spot in front of the 7th
Regional Public Health Office (driving in the reversing direction and unclear traffic lanes); and
(7) traffic light spot in front the main gate A 1 of Ubon Ratchathani University campus (driving
in the reversing direction into the campus, and (8) U-turn spot in front of Srikhai Village (not
enough space for the traffic and not wearing helmet). The result shows that students and local
residents believe traffic rule violation is the main cause of road accidents. They are willing to
participate in road safety creating activities if they have free time and the activities are interesting
enough. Four models of road safety promotion with public participation are recommended. First,
to improve road conditions and to identify the risky spots in the area. Second, to promote the
public awareness of road safety with a variety of activities. Third, to promote traffic disciple
among children and young people in this area. Four, network expansion. There are also concrete
recommendations from the result. For example, sewage in front to Charoensri Market should be
improved to provide more space for parking lots. Police should take an active role in enforce
the traffic law. Highway police should setup barriers at Nong Ko U-turn point and only small
cars should be allowed to make a U turn. Barriers should be set up in front of Bansrikhai
School to prevent the drivers from making a U turn. Flash lights should be installed at Buawat
Curve. Speed bumpers should be constructed. There should be also warning signs before the

entrance to Ekpaiboon Rice Mill, for instance.

Keywords . public participation, models and measures, road safety promotion
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